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South Dakota Synod, ELCA 

Synod Council 

Email Meeting 

June 26, 2026 

 

Participants: Dennis Thompson, Jill Beers, Rev. Michael DeKraai, John Rasmussen, Kristen 

Peterson, Thad Titze, Lyle Braun, Rev. Jeff Otterman, Anne Fortin, Rev. Justin Van Orman, 

Craig Pfeifle, Wyatt Lesmeister, Zoe Haselhorst 

 

Dennis Thompson called the meeting to order in executive session. 

 

New Business 

Deacon Hannah Fleming along with her spouse, Pr. Henrique Fleming, have been called by 

ELCA Churchwide Global Mission to serve as missionaries in Liberia. Hannah will need to 

request an exception to the three-year congregational service requirement because this will be 

her first call as a Minister of Word and Sacrament. This request needs to go before the ELCA 

Roster Committee which meets on July 14th. The exception request needs to be voted on by 

the Synod Council prior to the Roster Committee meeting. Hannah would like to be ordained 

before they leave for Liberia (ordination tentatively set for July 25th). Her ordination is pending 

the Letter of Call and approval from the ELCA Roster Committee. 

 

MSC to grant Deacon Hannah Fleming an exception to the three-year 

congregational service requirement.  

SC.2026.06.01 

 

With enough members voting, the meeting was adjourned. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

 

Jill Beers, Secretary 
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