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Youth Program in Pine Ridge
My name is Nicholas Breining and I have been serving as the Youth Worker
since mid-summer. It has been a deeply humbling and profound experience
with many great lessons, and it is only the beginning! The initial time has
been spent navigating and gaining understanding of the various ministries
that currently exist at the Retreat Center, and simultaneously, it has been
utilized to plant seeds for the development of the new Youth Program.

Kids' Time is one of the main ministries that flows organically into the Youth Program, so it has
been close to my heart since arriving here. It has been challenging at times witnessing the
difficult reality that these children are faced with each day, yet it has been very powerful to
see their inherent joy, resilience, and humor grow with each moment. Building relationships
with these kiddos is essential for the bigger vision of the Youth Program. It is our hope that as
they become teenagers they will be able to find trust, hope, safety, and enjoyment with our
ministry by continuing on in the Youth Program.

The current trend is that the children attend Kids' Time until about 12 or 13 years old, and then
they stop coming entirely. The age range between 12-25 years is when suicide is most
prevalent, so it is around these critical years that we're focusing the Youth Program.

I've been speaking with various elders, spiritual leaders, teachers, and other community
members on guidance for what this program should look like and where our efforts could be
focused. It has been essential to listen to the people with an open heart by letting go of what
I think is the right solution. The historical trauma is a living truth that needs to be taken into
consideration. One of these conversations led to the suggestion of volunteering time at the
Emergency Youth Shelter, and I've spent time one night of the week teaching coping skills to
the teenagers staying there.

The big goal right now is to narrow down a physical location for the Youth Program, and from
there to furnish it with appropriate activities. Faith, patience, and perseverance have been
the most powerful tools in this journey because it seems like the pieces continue to come
together in a very natural way.

Hail Storm Emergency Response

On July 27th, hail stones the size of tennis balls damaged
more than 500 homes on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation.
The community of Oglala was the hardest hit by the storm.
Windows and siding were completely destroyed on two sides
of homes leaving families vulnerable. Initially plywood
covered windows while assessments were undertaken by
FEMA. Unfortunately, FEMA did not assign a disaster
designation, leaving people wondering how they would
manage to make the needed repairs.

Pastor Kay (Pine Ridge Retreat Center) met with Sister Barbara
(Our Lady of the Sioux Catholic Church) to discuss how they
might partner to begin the task of securing homes before the
winter cold set in. The decision was made for the
Lutheran/Lakota Job Corps to begin with house wrap and
window repair on as many homes as possible to try and block
some of the wind and precipitation from causing further
damage to the interior of the dwellings.
The resident here reported that the hail stones
had come through the wall into the interior of

That humble beginning has resulted with many other teams of

their FEMA trailer. When members of the
Lutheran/Lakota Job Corps tore off what was

people joining the effort, including Oglala Sioux Tribe

left of the vinyl siding, they discovered that the

Emergency Management, Pine Ridge Long Term Recovery, Tipi

home had cardboard installed where there
would normally be wood sheeting. The
cardboard was removed and replaced with
sheeting, house wrap, and eventually they will
go back and install the exterior siding.

Raisers, Tribal representatives, and people in the community.
There is so much work to be done before winter temperatures
drop to dangerous lows. We will continue, one day at a time,
one home at a time. This seems an impossible task, but we
are reminded that with God, all things are possible!
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Prayers & Wish lists
Church on the Street: Prayers for the people of Church on the Street as the weather changes and
life becomes even more difficult. For those living in the elements, living in cars, shelters and from
couch to couch. Prayers of safety, warmth, and housing. We could use hand warmers, men's heavy
gloves, coffee or fast food gift cards ($5), gas cards for families living in cars. E-mail
Rebel@churchonthestreetsf.org if you would like to make kits for us.

First African Lutheran Ministry: For healing and strength for Pastor Abraham as he continues to
recover from a stroke. For candid leadership in the ministry. As FLAM celebrates another year of
ministry, prayers for God to open the heavens and for grace to carry the Word and Sacrament
ministry for years to come. Prayers for growth in congregational stewardship financial health and
stability for the ministry and people of FLAM.

Spirit of Faith: Is beginning a monthly dinner and bible study for households with children, please
pray for the people preparing the dinner, leading the studies, and for all those who will attend. We
need Spark Bibles for the students, and Spark NRSV bibles for the adults.

God’s Kingdom: Please pray for the children and youth who are part of this ministry and the
community. We could use some financial support to assist families that are lacking necessary
resources for the Christmas season.

Pueblo de Dios: Prayers for single mothers, for immigrants especially the kids who come alone to
the border. For the asylum seekers who are part of the caravan. Safe journey and passage for all
who are traveling in hope of finding a better life, and for the Hispanic community. For fruitful
discussions in the US that will open meaningful solutions for immigration. Thank you!

Pine Ridge Retreat Center: Prayers for families as they face the harsh winter, for those battling
addiction, for the young people who find themselves considering ending their lives and the adults
who care for them and for those impacted by the hail storm. We could use funding to support the
Energy Assistance Matching program and the Storm Repair Project. A label maker. Correll cereal
bowls. And during this time of year we can always use quilts!

Lutheran Campus Ministries:

For the campus community for safe travel and good time with folks

they consider family during upcoming holiday breaks. For students who are dealing with illness,
those who are grieving the loss of family members. For peace during the stress of finals, and for
those who are graduating to begin a new chapter in their lives. BHSU & SDSMT wish lists: compost
tumblers, thermal laminators, label makers, light weight 8' tables. Support for the Meal Train (e-mail
Rachel at rachel.lcministry@gmail.com for additional information).

For more information, call the SD Synod at 605-274-4026 or visit sdsynod.org/neighbors
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Neighbors in Solidarity
Solidarity is a commitment with others and a way of seeing,
being, and acting. Solidarity means seeing and experiencing
one's own well-being as connected to the well-being of others and
the communities to which they belong.

Solidarity often involves

people aligning themselves with others who do not have the same

The principle of solidarity compels respect for the
lived experience of all our brothers and sisters. Solidarity

experiences.

encourages us to share in our neighbor's suffering and to
participate in their liberation.

