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MEETING
GOD'S
PEOPLE

Church on the Street is a congregation with the

unhoused and people struggling with poverty in Sioux

Falls. Although we are a church without walls, we are

sturdy. Church on the Street moves to suit the needs of

the people we serve and meet them where they are at.

After all, the people are the church. As we are out on

the streets sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ, and

gathering in worship, we feel the support from the

greater church and our ecumenical partners. Our local

congregational partners understand that we are better

together. We continue to carry out Christ’s Great

Commission by reaching out to ALL people to bring

them to faith in Christ. Please, take a moment, say a

prayer, and then join us in this amazing Ministry!  

 

Jamie, (name changed), a Church on the

Streeter, spent 14 days in the Minnehaha

County Jail last month and shared with us

that through Church on the Street, she

learned how to be an active disciple of

Jesus Christ to the unchurched. Jamie

asked for Church on the Street postcards

so that she could keep in touch with those

she met and remind them that they are

children on God and prayed for them…

meeting people right where they are

(Matthew 28:19).  

A STORY OF CHURCH ON THE STREET

“I learned how to be 
an active disciple of 
Jesus Christ.”



MISSION SPOTLIGHTS
Table of Grace is a new ministry set in the heart of the young and growing

community of Harrisburg, SD. We especially seek to connect with those

who have been away from or never a part of Christian community and

accompany them in finding a life worth living around God's Table of Grace.

As a hallmark of our outreach, every month we host Family Faith Night. It's

a wild and meaningful faith forming experience for families to enjoy

together. Each event revolves around a theme, offers free supper, and

connects a Bible story to a hands-on project. One past month our theme

was "Share the Love", and kids and grown-ups worked side by side to make

a tangible sign of God's love and hospitality. Families left with these jars of

M&M cookie mix to give to a new neighbor on their block. The jars became

a great reason to knock on a door and say hello to a newcomer. Stories of

new connections bear witness to the seeds of community God is sowing

through Table of Grace. 
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Woyatan, which means 'great praise' in Lakota is a diverse congregation in

Southeast Rapid City focusing on ministry by and with Lakota people and

inviting and welcoming everyone.  Worship is a lively mix of the sacred

drum, Lakota songs, traditional hymns, and the "smudging" (cleansing)

ceremony is used as part of the confession and forgiveness of sins.  For

more information or to visit Woyatan contact Pastor Henrique Fleming. 

First Lutheran African Ministry has enjoyed an incredible time of ministry

since its transition to a new space on North Kiwanis Avenue in the city of

Sioux Falls from the First Lutheran Church premises downtown Sioux Falls.

At the close of 2017, we celebrated one year of successful and independent

ministry. Bishop David Zellmer served as the guest preacher for this

milestone of ministry and its nearly one decade of ministry anniversary

while Pastor John Christopherson represented our partner, First Lutheran

Church.  The anniversary celebration was very colorful well graced with

over a hundred participants in worship. We were grateful to receive a gift of

$300.00 from the Crossroads Conference – this boosted our anniversary

budget. Our anniversary culminated with a time for fellowship and a meal

all in African delicacies. 

Table of Grace

Woyatan

First Lutheran 
African Ministry

PARTNER WITH US!
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Spirit of Faith is two churches that formed last year as a union

congregation.  We are Bethany Lutheran and United Methodist under the

umbrella of Spirit of Faith. During the past year, we had the pleasure of

making connections with the businesses of Woonsocket! Each Monday

morning, we delivered a package of muffins to a different location. What a

great joy and delight! We were truly blessed by the opportunity to say

THANK YOU and to catch up with the folks a bit.  We closed the visit with a

prayer of thanksgiving! We found it to be a wonderful way to connect with

our sisters and brothers and be the body of Christ outside our walls. We

were blessed! 
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God's Kingdom at First Lutheran Church continues to grow and impact the

community of Newell, SD. Our after-school program has 18-22 children

attending with most of them from unchurched families. The children are

hungry to learn about God and their faith grows weekly. One girl asked

what God's name was and the answer of "Jesus" amazed her!  The Good

News of the Gospel is being shared every week in some way.

Congregational members regularly invite friends to worship and say their

church is like a family to them. Monthly Family Fun Nights, Vacation Bible

School and Sunday morning worship services continue to strengthen

relationships between church members and unchurched families. God is

good and we are thankful for His blessings!   

At Pueblo de Dios, we are always thankful for your prayers and your

support. We are a diverse congregation with members from all over Mexico

and Central America. On Wednesday nights we have a Logos program for

the children. There are about 90 children attend this program. This

program consists of bible study and activities.  At Pueblo, we are striving to

break barriers and be involved in the Latino community. We are a bilingual

church (English and Spanish). Our mission statement is to follow God,

break down barriers, and stand with those in need. At Pueblo we want to

create a Christian community under Jesus Christ who calls us to live our

faith in an integrated manner. In everything we do, we look for “daily

bread,” by visiting with families and a special focus on youth.  

spirit of Faith

Newell, SD

Pueblo de Dios

PARTNER WITH US!
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GATHER. GROW. GO.

Since beginning regular Sunday morning worship in

September of 2011, WestSide has continued to

Gather, Grow, and GO! When we look at the numbers

over the last six years, they are rather dramatic! On a

year to year basis, they are less dramatic but no less

exciting. Sunday morning continues to be our prime

time to gather; as we mature, we find that our

attendance number grows at a slower rate than our

membership and engaged numbers. Online, our

reach is even greater.  

 

In 2016, we had 1,223 video views. In 2017, we had

31,400 video views. This tells us that there is a hunger

for Good News outside of Sunday morning and it also

shows us what a difference it makes to have a full-

time staff person in charge of communications. (We

are so grateful for Kevin Stillson!)  

One of the most important functions of the

Lutheran/Lakota Job Corps is providing the connective

tissue of relationship to create a bridge between

visiting teams and the Lakota people living in Pine

Ridge.  Marty and Edith came to the Retreat Center

and made a request to have their mobile home

painted and have repairs made to doors and windows.

Chris, a member of the Lutheran/Lakota Job Corps

went to see Marty and Edith’s house and the project

was put on our schedule. We contacted Marty and

Edith and asked them what color they would like,

they were surprised and happy that they were able to

choose the color!  A visiting team from Grand Lake,

Colorado agreed to help with the project.    

WESTSIDE LUTHERAN

But all of the numbers translate into very personal

WestSide stories that tell of how the promise of God in

Christ Jesus is drawing people into community, giving

them strength and hope for daily life, and compelling

them to serve their neighbors. Many of our folks have

been marginal church goers in the past, and, at

WestSide, they seem to be surprised at the depth to

which God has grabbed hold of them. It is for this

Gospel reach that we give thanks and for which we

especially look to our partners in thanksgiving. The

mission of the whole church has made a difference to

our little (but growing!) church in the northwest corner

of Sioux Falls. Our growing challenge is to decrease our

dependency on our mission partners and to increase

our own stewardship. We have made great strides in

the last year, doubling our commitments for 2018 from

what was committed in 2017, but it is still a growing

edge.  

BUILDING BRIDGES
ON PINE RIDGE

The Grand Lake team and Job Corps staff members

returned after that first day happy and excited.  They

had worked side by side, talking and learning about

each other and meeting members of Marty and Edith’s

family. There were many comments about bright pink

being chosen for the color. They learned that there

had been a family meeting to decide on the color and

the family was all smiles when the pink paint started

going onto their home. 

 

The project was a success.  Yes, the repairs and the

painting were finished, but the relationships between

all those who worked side by side to help Marty and

Edith’s family were the most important outcome of

the project! 

WestSide Lutheran

Pine Ridge



we need 
your support!
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There are many ways that you can be involved in the mission efforts

of our South Dakota Synod. "Synod" is all of the churches working

together in common mission and ministry. Wherever new ELCA

ministries are started in South Dakota, you are there through your

congregation's support of synod and churchwide ministries. 

 

Become a mission partner by making direct contact with one of the

ministries below or contact Rev. Bill Tesch, Director for Evangelical

Mission, in the synod office at 605-274-4026 (btesch@sdsynod.org). 

WESTSIDE LUTHERAN 

REV. HEIDI BINSTOCK 

HEIDI@WESTSIDELUTHERAN.COM

SPIRIT OF FAITH 

REV. RHONDA WELLSANDT-ZELL 

WELLZELL@YAHOO.COM

FIRST LUTHERAN, NEWELL 

REV. MARCIA BRENNAN 

MARCIABRENNAN@AOL.COM

PUEBLO DE DIOS 

MARIA CABELLO-SALOMON 

ACOSTAMARIA985@GMAIL.COM

TABLE OF GRACE 

REV. JESSICA DAUM 

JESS@THETABLEOFGRACE.ORG

WOYATAN 

REV. HENRIQUE FLEMING 

HENRIQUEFL03@GMAIL.COM

FIRST LUTHERAN AFRICAN 

ABRAHAM GAYETAYE 

AGAYETAYE07@GMAIL.COM

CHURCH ON THE STREET 

REBEL HURD, SAM 

REBEL@CHURCHONTHESTREETSF.ORG

2001 S. Summit Ave. 

Sioux Falls, SD 57197 

605-274-4011 

www.sdsynod.org 

 

PINE RIDGE 

REV. KAY RESSEL 

PINERIDGE.CENTER@GMAIL.COM


