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In June, 2012, the Secretary 
of Homeland Security 
announced that certain 
people who came to the 
United States without 
documents as children and 
meet several key guidelines 
may request consideration of 
deferred action for a period of 

two years, subject to renewal. They then would 
then be eligible for work authorization, able to 
serve in the military, able to receive in-tuition 
costs for colleges in most states, and able to 
obtain a drivers license in most states. !!
Deferred Action is a discretionary determination to 
defer removal action of an individual as an act of 
prosecutorial discretion. Deferred action does not 
provide an individual with citizenship or a green 
card.!!
Under a resolution approved by the 2011 
Churchwide Assembly, the ELCA, in partnership 
with Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service, 
has advocated for comprehensive federal 

immigration reform and support of the DREAM Act -- legislation that 
would provide a path for citizenship for undocumented immigrant youth.!!
The application fee for Deferred Action Is more than many can 
afford. The application fee is $465, which consists of a $380 fee for the 
employment authorization application and an $85 fee for fingerprints. 
Fee waivers are not available. Fee exemptions are available in very 
limited circumstances.
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“This is an 
opportunity for the 
Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in 
America to be who 
we already are— 
an evangelical 
church with an eye 
for justice.”!!
Ruben Duran, 
director for new 
ministries in the 
ELCA.

Help support immigrant youth and their families.!!!
Donations to assist with application fees may be sent to:!
Pueblo de Dios, 235 N. Prairie Ave, Sioux Falls, SD 57104.
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Links and Articles:!!
• bit.ly/ELCAyouth!
• bit.ly/DeferredActionDreamAct!
• bit.ly/ImmigrationFacts!
• bit.ly/DeferredActionEconomicBenefits!
• bit.ly/DeferredActionStudentBenefit

Facts About Deferred Action!!
Nearly three-quarters of DACA 
applicants have lived in the United 
States for at least ten years and nearly 
one-third were age five or younger at 
arrival. !!
An estimated 1.4 million youth may 
benefit from Deferred Action.!!

Experts predict that Deferred Action will spark economic growth, will not 
harm US born workers, will reduce drop-out rates for immigrant students 
and will help universities financially. www.immigrationpolicy.org!!
To qualify, individuals must:!!
• Have arrived in the United States prior to age 16!
• Have continuously resided in the United States without legal status 

since June 15, 2007!
• Be less than age 31 as of June 15, 2012 and at least age 15 at 

application (unauthorized immigrants under 15 but in removal 
proceedings are also eligible to apply)!

• Be currently enrolled in school, have graduated high school or obtained 
a general development certificate (GED), or be an honorably 
discharged veteran!

• Have not been convicted of a felony or multiple or serious 
misdemeanors and not pose a threat to national security or public 
safety!!

More than half a million people have applied for DACA through June 
2013; 72 percent have been approved, while just 1 percent have been 
denied. The majority of the remaining applications are still under review.
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