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Resolution to amend the South Dakota Synod Bylaws
for the Election of a Bishop

June 6, 2012
From: The Bishop Elections Committee

Whereas, Walter May, Assistant to the Presiding Bishop, and David Swartling, ELCA Secretary, have
directed the synods of the ELCA who will be holding Bishop elections in 2012 and 2013 to: “review and
follow carefully all the governing documents for the election of a Bishop to ensure a proper process that
cannot be challenged” (ELCA 2012 Guidelines for Synod Bishop Elections, page 3); and

Whereas, “electing a bishop is one of the most important responsibilities in the life of a synod in the
ELCA and a key responsibility of the Synod Assembly” (ELCA 2012 Guidelines for Synod Bishop
Elections, page 1); and

Whereas, electing a bishop by ecclesiastical ballot is the norm for most ELCA synods; and

Whereas, election by ecclesiastical ballot allows for the possibility of a large number of ordained
ministers to be considered for the call of Synod Bishop; and

Whereas, election by ecclesiastical ballot would be good stewardship of synod resources and nominees’
time by eliminating the need to cover the travel expenses of numerous nominees for their participation
in pre-Assembly open meetings; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, to amend the South Dakota Synod Constitution and Bylaws with the following additions and
deletions (additions are underlined; deletions are struek-through):

$9.04. The Bishop shall be elected by the Synod Assembly. The process of nomination and election shall
be as provided in the bylaws.

$9.04.01 The Bishop shall be elected by ecclesiastical ballot. Three-fourths of the legal votes cast shall
be necessary for election on the first ballot. If no one is elected, the first ballot shall be considered the
nominating ballot. Three fourths of the legal votes cast on the second ballot shall be necessary for
election. The third ballot shall be limited to the seven persons (plus ties) who received the greatest
number of legal votes on the second ballot, and two-thirds of the legal votes cast shall be necessary for
election. The fourth ballot shall be limited to the three persons (plus ties) who receive the greatest
number of legal votes on the third ballot, and 60 percent of the legal votes cast shall be necessary for
election. On subsequent ballots a majority of the legal votes cast shall be necessary for election. These
ballots shall be limited to the two persons (plus ties) who receive the greatest number of legal votes on
the previous ballot.

$9.04.02 Other election matters, such as the process of identifying potential hominees leading to the
election of a bishop, and the rules of procedure for the election of a bishop shall be specified in the
continuing resolutions of the South Dakota Synod Constitution, as approved by the Synod Assembly one
(1) year prior to the assembly at which a bishop is to be elected.

$9.04.10 The process of the nomination and election of the Synod Bishop shall be supervised by the
Bishop Elections Committee, which shall consist of three persons appointed by the Synod Council. The
Bishop Elections Committee shall have final authority for all matters pertaining to the election.
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