
          Resolution: 1 
Recommendation: Do Pass 

         Action Taken: 
 

Subject: Elect South Dakota Synod Council Members 
Source: Resolutions Committee 
 
RESOLVED, that the South Dakota Synod, ELCA elect the following conference nominees to 
the South Dakota Synod Council for a term of four years: 
  
 Prairie Coteau Conference (Clergy)   Rev. Jan FitzGibbon, Webster 
 Crossroads Conference (Lay Male)   Alex Jensen, Sioux Falls 
 Southeastern Conference (Lay Female)  Christy Kimball, Vermillion 
 Northern Plains Conference (Clergy)   Rev. Deb Grismer, Aberdeen 
 Prairie Rivers Conference (Lay Male)  Lorne Tilberg, Mitchell  
 Bear Butte Conference (Lay Female)   LuAnn Denke, Rapid City  
    
  
 



Resolution: 2 
    Recommendation: Do Pass 

        Action Taken: 
 
Subject: 2013 Compensation and Guidelines for Clergy and Lay Staff 
Source: Committee for Support to Ministries and its Compensation Task Force from 

Bear Butte Conference  
 
RESOLVED, that the “2013 Compensation and Guidelines for Clergy” and “2013 
Compensation for Lay Staff,” prepared by a task force of the Bear Butte Conference for the 
Committee for Support to Ministries and recommended by the committee for adoption, be 
adopted as the policy of the South Dakota Synod by the 2012 South Dakota Synod Assembly.  
 



Resolution: 3 
Recommendation: Do Pass 

Action Taken:  
 

Subject: Elect 2013 ELCA Churchwide Assembly Voting Members 
Source: Resolutions Committee 
 
RESOLVED, that the 2012 South Dakota Synod Assembly elect the following voting members 
and alternates to the 2013 ELCA Churchwide Assembly, August 12-18, Pittsburgh, PA, 
nominated by conferences and the Synod Council: 
 
PRAIRIE COTEAU CONFERENCE – One Clergy, One Lay Female 
 
Clergy Voting Member:   Rev. Robin Wanner-Schaunaman, Clark  
Clergy Alternate:   Rev. Janet Miller, Bristol 
 
Lay Female Voting Member: Barbara Bunk, Langford  
Lay Female Alternate:   Wanda Franzen, Britton 
  
MEDARY CONFERENCE – One Clergy, One Lay Female, One Lay Male 
  
Clergy Voting Member:   Rev. Elizabeth Pagnotta, Madison 
Clergy Alternate:   Rev. Rick Senner, Howard 
 
Lay Female Voting Member: Lisa Hinkley, De Smet 
Lay Female Alternate:   Coleen Liebsch, Arlington 
  
Lay Male Voting Member:  Mark Hinkley, De Smet 
Lay Male Alternate:   Steve Rhody, Toronto 
 
CROSSROADS CONFERENCE – Two Clergy, One Lay Female, Two Lay Male 
 
Clergy Voting Member:   Rev. Ann Rosendale, Sioux Falls 
Clergy Voting Member:   Rev. Jeff Eisele, Sioux Falls 
Clergy 1st Alternate:   Rev. Amy Eisenmann, Sioux Falls 
Clergy 2nd Alternate:  Rev. Wayne Gallipo, Tea 
 
Lay Female Voting Member: Angela Koterwski, Tea 
Lay Female Alternate:   Teresa Nygaard, Davis 
  
Lay Male Voting Member:  Mark Koterwski, Tea 
Lay Male Voting Member:  Kevin Stillson, Sioux Falls 
Lay Male 1st Alternate:  Ron Nygaard, Davis 
Lay Male 2nd Alternate:  Alex Jensen, Sioux Falls 
 
 
 
 



SOUTHEASTERN CONFERENCE – One Clergy, One Lay Female 
 
Clergy Voting Member:   Rev. David Wildermuth, Yankton 
Clergy Alternate:   Rev. Trisha Boese, Vermillion 
 
Lay Female Voting Member: Beverly Wildermuth, Yankton 
Lay Female Alternate:   Jill Munger, Vermillion 
  
NORTHERN PLAINS CONFERENCE – One Clergy, One Lay Female, One Lay Male 
 
Clergy Voting Member:   Rev. Ryan Gage, Eureka 
Clergy Alternate:   Rev. Dennis Fonkert, Mobridge 
 
Lay Female Voting Member: Janice Jasmer, Leola 
Lay Female Alternate:   Jaimie Odde, Pollock 
  
Lay Male Voting Member:  Richard Jasmer, Leola 
Lay Male Alternate:   Mike Brumbaugh, Aberdeen 
  
PRAIRIE RIVERS CONFERENCE – One Clergy, One Lay Male 
  
Clergy Voting Member:   Rev. Christopher (Chris) Baesler, Mitchell 
Clergy Alternate:   Rev. Jonathan Vehar, Scotland 
 
Lay Male Voting Member:  Travis Gerlach, Parkston 
Lay Male Alternate:    Ron Lauck, Corsica 
  
BEAR BUTTE CONFERENCE – One Clergy, One Lay Female, One Lay Male 
 
Clergy Voting Member:   Rev. Jeff Otterman, Belle Fourche 
Clergy Alternate:   Rev. Tom Opoien, Custer 
 
Lay Female Voting Member: LuAnn Denke, Rapid City 
Lay Female Alternate:   Kim Johnson, Rapid City 
  
Lay Male Voting Member:  Jim Bishop, Rapid City  
Lay Male Alternate:   Tom Martin, Rapid City 
  
NOMINATED BY THE SOUTH DAKOTA SYNOD COUNCIL 
    
Youth Male:     
Youth Male Alternate: 
 
Youth Female: 
Youth Female Alternate: 
 
Synod Secretary:   Carla Borchardt, Sioux Falls 
Synod Vice President:  Gary Steuck, Mobridge 
Synod Bishop:    Bishop David B. Zellmer, Sioux Falls 



    Resolution: 4 
Recommendation: Do Pass 

Action Taken: 
 

Subject: 50 Golden Years of Serving and Caring 
Source: Medary Conference                                               
 
WHEREAS, within the American Lutheran Church (ALC) homes for the elderly were 
formed, each directly owned and operated by congregations of the American Lutheran 
Church, and were given affiliation status by the Church; and 
 
WHEREAS, at one point in the history of the Church, nearly 300 nursing homes were in 
the United States, with four located within the South Dakota District of the American 
Lutheran Church, including Bethel Lutheran Home; Madison, Bethesda Home; Beresford 
(the first nursing home in South Dakota), Bethesda Home; Webster, and Bethesda Home 
of Aberdeen; and 
 
WHEREAS, Bethel Lutheran Home, Madison is celebrating its 50th anniversary this 
year, having opened its doors to serve elderly men and women in and around the Madison 
area; and 
 
WHEREAS, Bethel has met the ever-changing needs of area seniors in these 50 years by 
developing congregate housing, assisted living, adult day services, twin homes, in 
addition to the original 59-bed skilled nursing home, and operates the only childcare 
center in Madison today; and 
 
WHEREAS, today these four facilities, when joined with Bethany Lutheran Home, Sioux 
Falls, are the only five long-term care facilities in South Dakota today directly owned and 
operated by Lutheran congregations, be it therefore 
 
RESOLVED, that the South Dakota Synod within the 2012 Synod Assembly, 
congratulates Bethel Lutheran Home, Madison, for 50 years of service and caring to 
those who have been and are served today within the Bethel Community; and be it 
 
RESOLVED, that the South Dakota Synod within the 2012 Synod Assembly do 
recognize those pastors, and assembly voting members who represent the congregations 
that own and operate these five social ministry organizations, and 
 
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that we call upon all voting members to express their 
support today by affirmation and thanks, and to encourage all congregations in the South 
Dakota to uphold in prayer and through their stewardship, the boards of directors, the 
staff who provide the care given, and all who are served by these partners in ministry - all 
in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 



                                        Resolution: 5 
Recommendation: No Recommendation 

Action Taken: 
 
Subject: Vicar Voice and Vote 
Source: American Lutheran Church, De Smet, SD                                              
 
WHEREAS, it is the desire of the South Dakota Synod to extend hospitality, and 
 
WHEREAS, licensed lay ministers have voice and vote at the South Dakota Synod 
Assembly, and 
 
WHEREAS, ELCA and other pastors called or contracted in congregations of our Synod 
are granted voice and vote at the South Dakota Synod Assembly, and 
 
WHEREAS, seminarians provide fresh perspective, therefore be it 
 
RESOLVED, that ELCA seminarians serving as interns/vicars in congregations of the 
South Dakota Synod be granted the privilege of both voice and vote in the South Dakota 
Synod Assembly during the period of such service in a congregation of the South Dakota 
Synod. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that ELCA seminarians serving as interns/vicars in 
congregations of the South Dakota Synod be granted the privilege of both voice and vote 
at the 2012 South Dakota Synod Assembly. 



Resolution: 6 
Recommendation: Do Pass 

Action Taken: 
 
 

 
Subject: Evangelical Outreach Committee and Multi-Cultural Committee Proposed Bylaw Change 
Source: Synod Council 
 
WHEREAS, with the advent of the ELCA’s plan for new and renewing evangelizing congregations, along with 
the addition of the position of the Director of Evangelical Mission, there is a need to provide a formal structure 
and leadership for the essential planning and oversight related to mission and multicultural ministries; and 
 
WHEREAS, both of these proposed committees currently function as ad-hoc task forces related to the 
Outreach Board of the South Dakota Synod Council; and 
 
WHEREAS, both consume a small budget for meeting expenses and travel which is typically under spent,  
meaning it is likely that those budgets would not need to increase, therefore be it    
 
RESOLVED, to amend the South Dakota Synod Constitution and Bylaws with the following additions: 

 
The Evangelical Outreach Committee 

S11.07  The Evangelical Outreach Committee shall be composed of the Director of Evangelical 
Mission, and two persons, one lay person and one ordained minister, elected by each 
conference, and up to five additional members appointed by the Bishop.  Conference elected 
members shall serve three-year terms with provision for a second term. Vacancies of 
conference elected members shall be filled by the conference in which the vacancy occurs in 
consultation with the Director of Evangelical Mission.  Each conference is encouraged to seek 
members representing a diversity of backgrounds and cultures. 

 
 The Evangelical Outreach Committee shall: 
   

a. Oversee the discernment and funding process for new, redeveloping, ethnic specific 
and renewing congregations. 

b. Submit to the South Dakota Synod Assembly a strategic plan for mission in South 
Dakota that includes as a part if its plan: the development of new congregations, the 
renewal of congregations, the development of ethnic specific ministries, and the 
development of ministries with the poor. 

c. Plan for and assist in the development of Local Area Mission Strategy tables which will 
conduct and carry out mission planning at the local level. 

d. Conduct annual reviews of funded ministries and report stories from each mission field 
to all the congregations of the South Dakota Synod. 

e. Maintain a relationship of mutual accountability with congregations, synod and the 
Churchwide organization for the benefit of new and renewing congregations. 

f. Seek generous financial giving, prayers and participation from churches and 
individuals toward the cause of new and renewing congregations, ethnic specific 
ministries and ministries with the poor. 

 
 

The Multi-cultural Committee 
S11.07.33 The Multi-cultural Committee shall be composed of the Director of Evangelical Mission, and 

two persons, one lay person and one ordained minister, elected by each conference, and up to 
five additional members appointed by the Bishop.  Conference elected members shall serve 
three-year terms with provision for a second term. Vacancies of conference elected members 
shall be filled by the conference in which the vacancy occurs in consultation with the Director of 
Evangelical Mission.  Each conference is encouraged to seek members representing a 
diversity of backgrounds and cultures. 

   
   
 
 
 



The Multi-cultural committee shall: 
 

a. Advise the Evangelical Outreach Committee on matters related to the oversight and 
funding of ethnic specific congregations. 

b. Develop strategies to help us become a more multicultural church. 
c. Advocate with and for ethnic communities at every level of ministry and leadership in 

our Synod, and stand in solidarity with people who experience injustice. 
d. Teach the people of our Synod how to listen and interact with different cultures, so that 

there may be a mutual blessing. 
e. Encourage congregations and leaders who are involved in multicultural ministry. 
f. Seek generous giving and participation from churches, individuals and organizations 

toward the cause of multicultural ministry. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Resolution:+7+

Recommendation:+Do+Pass+

Action+Taken:+

+

Subject:+ Resolution+to+amend+the+South+Dakota+Synod+Bylaws+for+the+Election+of+a+Bishop+

Source:++ The+Bishop+Elections+Committee+

+

March+30,+2012+

Whereas,+Walter'May,'Assistant'to'the'Presiding'Bishop,'and'David'Swartling,'ELCA'Secretary,'have'directed'the'synods'
of'the'ELCA'who'will'be'holding'Bishop'elections'in'2012'and'2013'to:''“review'and'follow'carefully'all'the'governing'
documents'for'the'election'of'a'Bishop'to'ensure'a'proper'process'that'cannot'be'challenged”'(ELCA'2012'Guidelines)for)
Synod)Bishop)Elections,'page'3);'and'''

Whereas,+“electing'a'bishop'is'one'of'the'most'important'responsibilities'in'the'life'of'a+synod+in+the+ELCA+and+a+key+
responsibility+of+the+Synod+Assembly”+(ELCA+2012+Guidelines)for)Synod)Bishop)Elections,'page'1);'and'

Whereas,'electing'a'bishop'by'ecclesiastical'ballot'is'the'norm'for'most'ELCA'synods;'and'

Whereas,+election'by'ecclesiastical'ballot'allows'for'the'possibility'of'a'large'number'of'ordained'ministers'to'be'
considered'for'the'call'of'Synod'Bishop;'and'

Whereas,+election'by'ecclesiastical'ballot'would'be'good'stewardship'of'synod'resources'and'nominees’'time'by'
eliminating'the'need'to'cover'the'travel'expenses'of'numerous'nominees'for'their'participation'in'preNAssembly'open'
meetings;'therefore,'be'it'

RESOLVED,'to'amend'the'South'Dakota'Synod'Constitution'and'Bylaws'with'the'following'additions'and'deletions'
(additions'are'underlined;'deletions'are'struck'through):'

S9.04.+The+bishop+shall+be+elected+by+the+Synod+Assembly.++The+Bishop+shall+be+a+pastor+who+is+an+ordained+minister+of+

the+Evangelical+Lutheran+Church+in+America.+The'Bishop'shall'be'elected'by'the'Synod'Assembly'by'ecclesiastical'ballot.''
The'process'of'nomination'and'election'shall'be'as'provided'in'the'bylaws.''ThreeNfourths'of'the'legal'votes'cast'shall'be'
necessary'for'election'on'the'first'ballot.''If'no'one'is'elected,'the'first'ballot'shall'be'considered'the'nominating'ballot.''
Three'fourths'of'the'legal'votes'cast'on'the'second'ballot'shall'be'necessary'for'election.''The'third'ballot'shall'be'limited'
to'the'seven'persons'(plus'ties)'who'received'the'greatest'number'of'legal'votes'on'the'second'ballot,'and'twoNthirds'of'
the'legal'votes'cast'shall'be'necessary'for'election.''The'fourth'ballot'shall'be'limited'to'the'three'persons'(plus'ties)'who'
receive'the'greatest'number'of'legal'votes'on'the'third'ballot,'and'60'percent'of'the'legal'votes'cast'shall'be'necessary'
for'election.''On'subsequent'ballots'a'majority'of'the'legal'votes'cast'shall'be'necessary'for'election.''These'ballots'shall'
be'limited'to'the'two'persons'(plus'ties)'who'receive'the'greatest'number'of'legal'votes'on'the'previous'ballot.'

S9.04.01'''Other'election'matters,'such'as'the'timing'of'speeches'and'questionNandNanswer'sessions,'shall'be'specified'in'
continuing'resolution'S9.04.A12'of'the'South'Dakota'Synod'Constitution,'as'approved'by'the'Synod'Assembly'one'(1)'year'
prior'to'the'assembly'at'which'a'bishop'is'to'be'elected.'

S9.04.10''The'process'of'the'nomination'and'election'of'the'Synod'Bishop'shall'be'supervised'by'the'Bishop'Elections'
Committee,'which'shall'consist'of'three'persons'appointed'by'the'Synod'Council.'The'Bishop'Elections'Committee'shall'
have'final'authority'for'all'matters'pertaining'to'the'election.'
'
S9.04.11.'The'Synod'Council'shall'arrange'for'a'synod'study'to'be'completed'six'months'prior'to'the'beginning'of'the'
bishop'election'process.'The'synod'study'shall'focus'upon'the'ministry'of'the'synod,'the'role'and'responsibilities'of'the'
office'of'the'bishop,'and'the'needs'and'opportunities'facing'the'synod.'The'study'results'shall'be'distributed'to'synod'
leadership'and'congregations'as'candidates'for'the'position'of'bishop'are'considered'and'nominated.'

S9.04.12.'Each'congregation'of'this'synod,'no'later'than'120'days'prior'to'the'Synod'Assembly,'through'its'congregation'
council,'may'submit'to'the'Conference'Secretary'the'names'of'not'more'than'three'members'of'the'ELCA'clergy'roster'as'
congregational'nominees'to'be'included'on'the'conference'nominating'ballot.'Only'names'submitted'by'congregations'
may'appear'on'the'conference'nominating'ballot.'



S9.04.13.'The'Conference'Council,'as'constituted'by'each'conference,'meeting'no'sooner'than'115'days'nor'later'than'100'
days'prior'to'the'Assembly,'by'majority,'shall'elect'no'more'than'seven'persons'from'the'conference'nominating'ballot'
and'forward'their'names'to'the'Synod'Secretary.'In'the'event'that'a'Conference'Council'receives'fewer'than'seven'
congregational'nominees,'all'names'shall'be'forwarded'to'the'Synod'Secretary.'

S9.04.14.'The'Synod'Secretary'shall:'

a. 'Ascertain'the'willingness'of'all'persons'named'by'the'conference'councils'to'serve'in'the'office'of'Synod'Bishop'
if'nominated'and'elected,'obtain'biographical'information'from'such'persons'and'prepare'the'synod'nominating'
ballot'including'all'the'names'of'those'who'respond'affirmatively;'and'

b. distribute'the'synod'nominating'ballot'and'biographical'information'of'the'nominees'to'all'pastors,'
congregational'presidents,'Conference'Chairs'and'Conference'Secretaries.'

S9.04.15.+

a. All'conferences'of'this'synod'shall'meet'in'assembly'on'the'same'day,'not'later'than'65'days'prior'to'the'Synod'
Assembly,'and'each'shall'elect'five'persons,'by'majority'vote,'from'the'synod'nominating'ballot.'These'names'
shall'be'forwarded'to'the'Synod'Secretary.+

b. The'Conference'Executive'Committee'shall'devise'a'process'to'insure'the'biographical+information'on'all'
candidates'is'available'to'all'delegates'at'the'Conference'Assembly.+

c. All'names,'except'those'receiving'a'majority,'shall'remain'on'the'ballot'for'all'votes'until'a+full'slate'is'elected.+

S9.04.16.'The'five'persons'named'by'the'greatest'number'of'conferences'shall'be'the'nominees'for'Synod'Bishop.'If'there'
are'persons'tied'for'the'fifth'position'on'the'ballot,'all'shall'appear'if'the'resulting'ballot'has'no'more'than'seven'names,'
or'the'Synod'Nominating'Committee'shall'break'the'tie'to'arrive'at'a'ballot'containing'seven'names.'

S9.04.17.'The'Synod'Secretary'and'the'Synod'Nominating'Committee'shall'release'the'identity'and'number'of'
conferences'nominating'any'person'nominated.'

S9.04.18.'The'names'of'the'nominees'and'biographical'information'about'the'candidates'shall'be'distributed'immediately'
to'all'pastors'and'congregational'presidents,'and'shall'be'placed'on'the'Synod'Assembly'ballot.'There'shall'be'no'further'
nominations.'

S9.04.19.'Area'open'meetings'shall'be'held'in'this'synod'at'least'20'days'prior'to'the'Assembly'where'members'of'the'
synod'congregations'may'meet'the'candidates.'Expenses'of'the'candidates'shall'be'paid'by'this'synod.'

S9.04.20.'No'later'than'the'first'day'of'the'Assembly'the'Synod'Secretary'shall'provide'biographical'material'on'each'
candidate.'The'Assembly'Agenda'shall'provide'time'for'the'candidates'to'address'the'assembly'and'answer'questions'
prior'to'the'first'ballot.'

S9.04.21.'If'no'one'receives'a'majority'of'the'votes'cast'on'the'first'ballot,'the'slate'of'candidates'shall'be'reduced'to'the'
three'(plus'ties)'who'received'the'highest'number'of'votes.'

S9.04.22.'If'no'one'receives'a'majority'of'the'votes'cast'on'the'second'ballot,'the'slate'of'candidates'on'the'third'ballot'
shall'be'reduced'to'the'two'(plus'ties)'who'received'the'highest'number'of'votes.'The'candidates'shall'address'the'Synod'
Assembly'before'the'third'ballot'vote'is'taken.'

S9.04.23.'A'simple'majority'shall'elect'on'the'subsequent'ballots.'



! ! ! ! Resolution:!8!
Recommendation:!Do!Pass!

Action!Taken:!
!
Subject:! Resolution!to!Adopt!to!the!South!Dakota!Synod!Bylaws!the!continuing!resolution!!

Process'For'Nominating'and'Electing'a'Bishop.!
Source:! The!Bishop!Elections!Committee!
!
March!30,!2012!
!
Whereas,!a"process"for"nominating"and"electing"a"bishop"accompanies"the"Bylaw"of"electing"a"Bishop"by"
ecclesiastical"ballot;"therefore,"be"it!!
!
RESOLVED!to"adopt"the"following"Continuing"Resolution"to"the"South"Dakota"Synod"Bylaws:!
!
S9.04.A12'Process'for'nominating'and'electing'the'Bishop'
PROCESS'OF'POTENTIAL'NOMINEES'LEADING'TO'THE'ELECTION'OF'A'BISHOP'
'
1.'An'incumbent'bishop'shall'announce'to'the'Synod'Council'whether'he'or'she'is'willing'to'serve'a'subsequent'
term.'Such'announcement'shall'take'place'no'later'than'the'Synod'Council'meeting'in'November'prior'to'the'
Synod'Assembly'during'which'a'bishop'is'to'be'elected.'
'
2.'The'processes'for'identifying'potential'nominees'for'Bishop'and'election'of'a'Bishop'shall'apply'for'all'
elections'of'a'Bishop'except'where'an'incumbent'Bishop'is'eligible'for'a'second'term.##IN#THOSE#CASES,#THE#
CONFERENCE#NOMINATING#PROCESS#WOULD#NOT#BE#EMPLOYED.''If'an'incumbent'bishop'is'willing'to'serve,'and'
the'conference'nominating'process'is'dropped,'an'ecclesiastical'ballot'for'the'election'of'a'bishop'continues'as'
described'in'the'amended'S9.04.'''
'
3.'When#there#is#not#an#incumbent#bishop#who#is#willing#and#able#to#serve#a#subsequent#term,'the'Synod'Council'
shall'arrange'for'a'Synod'study'to'be'completed'six'months'prior'to'the'beginning'of'the'election'process.''The'
Synod'study'and'any'strategic'planning'adopted'by'Synod'Council'shall'be'distributed'to'rostered'members'and'
congregations'of'the'synod'six'months'prior'to'the'election,'providing'guidance'throughout'this'synod'as'
potential'nominees'for'bishop'are'identified.''
'
4.'At'the'assembly'of'each'conference'prior'to'the'election'of'a'bishop,'held'no'later'than'75'days'prior'to'Synod'
Assembly,'the'voting'members'will'be'asked'to'consider'a'set'of'topics'developed'by'Synod'Council'designed'to'
clarify'the'vision'for'this'synod’s'mission,'the'issues'they'deem'important'for'this'synod,'and'the'gifts'desirable'
and'necessary'in'a'bishop.'The'secretary'of'each'conference'shall'provide'minutes'of'this'discussion'to'the'
secretary'of'synod'for'use'by'the'Synod'Council.'
'
5.'At'the'same'conference'assembly,'the'voting'members'will'be'asked'to'identify'currently'rostered'ELCA'
pastors'whom'the'voting'members'believe'have'gifts'desirable'in'a'bishop.'Identified'pastors'do'not'need'to'be'
members'of'the'conference'or'of'the'South'Dakota'Synod.'All'ELCA'pastors'are'encouraged'to'give'permission'
to'be'considered'in'the'discernment'process.'
'
6.'After'all'voting'members'have'had'opportunity'to'identify'potential'nominees'possessing'gifts'for'the'office'
of'bishop,'the'voting'members'will,'at'the'same'assembly,'engage'in'a'process'of'their'own'determination'to'
select'up'to'three'potential'nominees,'the'names'of'whom'are'to'be'forwarded'to'the'synod'for'inclusion'
among'the'potential'nominees'for'the'Office'of'Bishop.'
'



7.'The'dean'of'each'conference'will'contact'the'individuals'selected'by'the'conference'to'confirm'their'
willingness'to'have'their'names'included'with'those'selected'by'all'the'conferences'as'possessing'gifts'for'the'
office'of'bishop.'If'these'individuals'reaffirm'their'willingness'to'be'so'identified,'the'dean'will'facilitate'their'
completion'of'a'biographical'information'form'developed'by'Synod'Council.'The'potential'nominees'are'to'
submit'these'completed'forms'to'the'secretary'of'synod'within'ten'days'of'the'conference'assembly.'
'
8.'The'secretary'of'synod'will'post'on'the'synod'website'45'days'before'the'Synod'Assembly'begins'the'names'
and'biographical'information'of'the'potential'nominees'for'the'Office'of'Bishop'selected'by'the'conferences.''
Other'information'also'may'be'posted.'
'
9.'While'these'individuals'are'identified'as'potential'nominees'for'the'office'of'bishop,'the'South'Dakota'Synod'
will'continue'to'use'the'ecclesiastical'ballot'in'which'the'name'of'any'ELCA'ordained'minister''may'be'placed'in'
nomination'on'the'first'ballot.'Any'person'identified'as'a'potential'nominee''must'still'be'nominated'on'the'first'
ballot'by'a'voting'member'at'the'assembly.'
'
10.'The'Synod'Assembly'will'adopt'Rules'of'Procedure'for'the'Election'of'a'Bishop'based'upon'the'ecclesiastical'
ballot'as'required'by'the'South'Dakota'Synod'Constitution.'
'
PROPOSED'RULES'OF'PROCEDURE'FOR'THE'ELECTION'OF'A'BISHOP'
'
1.'In'accordance'with'the'South'Dakota'Synod'Constitution,'the'election'of'a'bishop'shall'be'by'ecclesiastical'
ballot.'There'shall'be'no'spoken'nominations'from'the'floor.'
'
2.'Any'ordained'minister'in'the'ELCA'is'eligible'for'nomination'for'bishop.'A'valid'ballot'is'to'contain'the'
nominee’s'full'name'as'found'in'the'clergy'roster.'All'registered'voting'members'of'the'South'Dakota'Synod'
Assembly'shall'be'eligible'to'cast'a'ballot.'
'
3.'ThreeZfourths'of'the'votes'cast'on'the'first'ballot'shall'be'necessary'for'the'election'of'a'bishop.'
'
4.'If'no'election'occurs,'the'first'ballot'is'the'nominating'ballot.'This'ballot'becomes'the'total'slate'
of'nominees.'
'
5.'Clergy'who'are'nominated'on'the'nominating'ballot'and'desire'that'their'name'be'retained'on'subsequent'
ballots'shall'submit'a'completed'biographical'form'to'the'secretary'of'synod.''This'may'be'done'electronically'
for'candidates'not'present.'
'
6.'Clergy'nominated'on'the'first'ballot'shall'have'the'right'to'withdraw'their'names'from'subsequent'ballots'
before'the'casting'of'the'second'ballot.'A'form'requesting'the'name'to'be'withdrawn'must'be'secured'from'the'
Synod'Secretary'and'must'be'returned'to'the'secretary'of'synod'by'(insert'time'and'day).''This'may'be'done'
electronically'for'candidates'not'present.'
'
7.'On'the'second'and'all'subsequent'ballots,'the'order'of'listing'of'the'nominees'on'the'ballot'shall'be'from'the'
greatest'number'of'ballots'cast'to'the'least.'Ties'shall'be'listed'alphabetically.'ThreeZfourths'of'the'votes'cast'
on'the'second'ballot'shall'be'necessary'for'election.'
'
8.'Following'the'report'of'the'second'ballot,'biographical'data'for'the'seven'nominees'(plus'ties)'who'receive'
the'greatest'number'of'ballots'cast'on'the'second'ballot'shall'be'distributed'to'all'voting'members.'
'
9.'Before'the'casting'of'the'third'ballot,'the'seven'nominees'(plus'ties)'who'receive'the'greatest'number'of'
ballots'cast'on'the'second'ballot'shall'be'invited'to'the'stage'and'be'introduced'by'name'to'the'members'of'the'
assembly.'There'shall'be'no'applause'before,'during,'or'after'each'individual'introduction.'After'time'has'been'



allotted'for'all'voting'members'to'read'the'biographical'information'of'the'seven'nominees'(plus'ties)'who'
receive'the'greatest'number'of'ballots'cast'on'the'second'ballot,'these'seven'persons'(plus'ties)'will'be'invited'
to'address'the'assembly'on'a'subject'of'their'own'choosing,'with'each'speech'limited'to'five'minutes.'If'any'
such'person'is'not'present'at'the'assembly,'the'individual,'if'possible,'may'designate'an'alternate'to'speak'on'
her'or'his'behalf.'A'time'keeper'shall'indicate'to'the'speaker'when'30'seconds'remain'of'the'allocated'time'and'
when'the'allocated'time'has'elapsed.'The'sequence'of'the'speeches'shall'be'determined'by'lot.'There'shall'be'no'
applause'before,'during,'or'after'individual'speeches;'only'after'all'have'spoken'is'there'to'be'such'affirmation.'
There'shall'be'ten'minutes’'time'allotted'after'these'speeches'for'voting'members'to'engage'in'prayer,'
reflection'on'the'speeches,'and'informal'conversation'with'other'voting'members'before'the'third'ballot'is'cast.'
'
10.'TwoZthirds'of'the'vote'shall'be'necessary'for'election'on'the'third'ballot.'
'
11.'Prior'to'the'fourth'ballot'for'synod'bishop,'the'three'persons'(plus'ties)'who'received'the'greatest'number'of'
votes'on'the'third'ballot'will'be'invited'to'participate'in'a'questionZandZanswer'period.'The'period'shall'be'
moderated'by'the'designated'presider'for'the'election'process.'The'same'six'questions'shall'be'asked'of'each'of'
the'nominees.'Only'one'nominee'shall'be'in'the'assembly'room'at'a'time.'The'order'that'the'nominees'shall'
appear'on'stage'to'answer'the'questions'shall'be'determined'by'the'draw'of'names.'Each'nominee'shall'have'a'
maximum'of'two'minutes'to'respond'to'each'question.'If'any'nominee'is'not'present'at'the'assembly,'that'
individual,'if'possible,'may'designate'an'alternate'to'answer'on'her'or'his'behalf.'A'time'keeper'will'indicate'to'
the'speaker'when'30'seconds'remain'of'allotted'time'and'when'the'allotted'time'has'ended.'
'
Questions'to'be'asked'shall'be'determined'by'a'committee'appointed'by'Synod'Council.'Any'voting'member'of'
the'Synod'Assembly'may'submit'questions'in'a'sealed'envelope'to'the'secretary'of'the'synod,'or'the'secretary’s'
designee'(list'date,'day,'and'time'certain'for'the'deadline).''The'time'for'the'questionZandZanswer'period'shall'
be'a'maximum'of'45'minutes.'There'shall'be'no'applause'before,'during,'or'after'each'answer;'only'after'the'
questionZand'answer'period'has'come'to'an'end'is'there'to'be'such'affirmation.'
'
12.'Prior'to'the'casting'of'the'fourth'ballot,'there'will'be'time'for'prayer,'reflection'on'the'speeches,'and'
informal'conversation'with'other'voting'members.'60%'of'the'votes'cast'shall'be'necessary'for'election'on'the'
fourth'ballot.'
'
13.'On'ballots'after'the'fourth'ballot,'the'ballots'shall'be'limited'to'the'two'nominees'(plus'ties)'who'receive'the'
greatest'number'of'votes'cast.'
'
14.'On'all'subsequent'ballots'a'majority'of'the'votes'cast'shall'be'necessary'for'election.'
'
15.'The'results'of'each'ballot'shall'be'printed,'distributed,'and'announced'to'the'assembly.'''
'
 
!



Resolution: 9 
Recommendation: Do Not Consider 

Action Taken: 
 
Subject: Resolution to Amend the Bylaw Amendments 
Source: Bear Butte 
 
WHEREAS, the proposal grants broad and unchecked power to the Synod 
Council in the matter of the Bishop election process; 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that S9.04.01 be amended by striking the proposed language 
“Council nine (9) months” and inserting “Assembly one (!) year.” 



    Resolution: 10 
Recommendation: Do Not Consider 

Action Taken: 
 
Subject: Resolution to call for a vote on the document “Process for Nominating 

and Electing the Bishop” 
Source: Bear Butte 
 
WHEREAS this document has long range implications for the way in which the South 
Dakota Synod does its business; and 
 
WHEREAS this document calls for a radical change from the way the South 
Dakota Synod has done its business without requiring or allowing for broad approval of 
the change; therefore 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the “Process for nominating and electing the Bishop” be adopted 
as a continuing resolution of the South Dakota Synod. 
 
Comments: 
 
Process, paragraph 3: After the first “willing” there needs to be inserted the words, “or 
able.” 
 
Process, paragraph 4: There needs to be a time line and or the call for all 
Conferences to meet on the same date early enough for the process to function. (see 
paragraph 8) 
 
Proposed rules, paragraph 5: After the first “ballot,” there needs to be inserted the words 
“if they are present at the assembly,”. 
 
Proposed rules, paragraph 6: After the first sentence, there needs to be inserted the words 
“For clergy present in the assembly,” 
 
Proposed rules, paragraph 6: A sentence needs to be added: Clergy not present at the 
assembly may withdraw via e-mail.” 



Resolution: 11 
Recommendation: Do Pass 

Action Taken: 
 
Subject: Proposed South Dakota Synod Constitution and Bylaws Changes 
Source: Synod Council Constitution Review Committee 
 
WHEREAS, the 2011 ELCA Churchwide Assembly approved amendment changes to the model 
Constitution for Synods, therefore be it, 
 
RESOLVED, to amend the South Dakota Synod Constitution and Bylaws with the following 
additions and deletions (additions are underlined, deletions are struck through): 
 
S7.12.  Special meetings of the Synod Assembly may be called by the bishop with the consent 

of the Synod Council, and shall be called by the bishop at the request of one-fifth of the 
voting members of the Synod Assembly.   

 
a. The notice of each special meeting shall define the purpose for which it is to be held.  

The scope of actions to be taken at such a special meeting shall be limited to the 
subject matter(s) described in the notice. 

 
b. If the special meeting of the Synod Assembly is required for the purpose of electing a 

successor bishop because of death, resignation, or inability to serve, the special 
meeting shall be called by the Synod Council after consultation with the presiding 
bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. in cooperation with the Synod 
Council. 

 
S7.27. This synod may establish processes through the Synod Council to grant an ordained 

minister from a church body with which a relationship of full communion has been 
declared and established by the Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America the privilege of both voice and vote in the Synod Assembly during the 
period of that ordained minister’s service in a congregation of this church. 

 
 S8.23. In the event of the death, resignation, or disability of the bishop, the vice 

president, after consultation with the presiding bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America, shall convene the Synod Council to arrange for the conduct of the 
duties of the bishop until a new bishop shall be elected or, in the case of temporary 
disability, until the bishop resumes full performance of the duties of the office. 

 
 S10.06. If a member of the Synod Council ceases to meet the requirements of the 

position to which she or he was elected be a member in good standing on a roster of this 
synod, if an ordained minister, or to be a confirmed member of a congregation of this 
synod, if a layperson, the office filled by such member shall at once become vacant. 

 
S10.01.11. The two youth members of the Synod Council shall be elected by the Synod 

Assembly upon nomination of this synod’s Lutheran Youth Organization Nominating 
Committee for two-year terms. 

 
S10.01.12. The synod presidents of the Women of the ELCA, Lutheran Men in Mission and 

Lutheran Youth Organization, and others designated by the Synod Council shall be 
advisors to the Synod Council with voice, but no vote. 



 
 S10.07.01 To the extent permitted by state law, meetings of the Synod Council and its 

committees may be held electronically or by telephone conference, and notice of all 
meetings may be provided electronically. 

 
 S13.40 Synodically Authorized Worshiping Communities 

S13.41 Authorized worshiping communities, acknowledged under criteria, policies, and 
procedures approved by the Church Council of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America, shall accept and adhere to the Confession of Faith and Statement of Purpose 
of this church, shall be served by leadership under the criteria of this church, and shall 
be subject to the discipline of this church. 
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