SOUTH DAKOTA SYNODICAL
SOUTH DAKOTA SYNODICAL CONVENTION
30th Annual Synodical Convention
Trinity Lutheran Church
403 Broadway Ave (Hwy 81)
Yankton, SD
June 23-24, 2017
“Katie Luther: Nurturing The Reformation”
“Whatever your task, put yourself into it, as done for the Lord and not your
masters.” Colossians 3:23
Thursday, June 22
Pre-Convention activities:
1 - 5 pm Jane Stimpson art exhibit at GAR Hall (508
Douglas Ave.)
2 – 4 pm Registration at Trinity Lutheran Church,
403 Broadway Ave. (Narthex enter on West side of
building from parking lot)
4 – 7 pm Market at the Meridian (Farmers Market –
Meridian District)
6 pm Bragging Rights of Thursday Nights (Classic
Car Showings – 203 W. 2nd St)
7 pm Eric Beringer – live music at The Landing (401
Capital St.)
7:30 pm Presentation on Katie Luther
9 pm Vesper service

Friday, June 23
8 am Registration at Trinity Lutheran Church, 403
Broadway Ave. in Narthex enter on west side of
church
9 am Morning Worship service with Holy Communion
Sermon, Bishop Zellmer.
10:15 am Coffee with “questions for the
Bishop” (Sanctuary)
(Coffee/Rolls available in the Narthex)
10:45 am Churchwide Representative, Nancy Gidding (Sanctuary)

11:15 am Business meeting
11:45 am Lunch for Non-voting members (Heritage
Hall)
12:15 pm Lunch for Voting members (Heritage Hall)
(check out exhibits, silent auctions items Heritage
Hall)
12:45 pm Hymn Sing (Heritage Hall)
1:00 pm Announcements (Heritage Hall)
1:30-2:15 pm Awareness Sessions
2:00-4:00 pm Relaxation Station (Heritage Hall Chancel) (see page 6 for details)
2:30-3:15 pm Awareness Sessions
3:30-4:15 pm Awareness Sessions
4:30 pm Silent Auction closes
4:30 pm Stretch and Strengthen (Growth Room)
6:00 pm Banquet, Keynote speaker, Michele David
Mechling, “Sharing the Dream”

Saturday, June 24
8:30 am Opening Hymn Sing (Sanctuary)
9:00 am Bible Study, Nancy Gidding, Churchwide
Representative (Sanctuary)
9:45 am Coffee Narthex
10:00 am Sharing and questions for Leadership
(Heritage Hall)
11:00 am Leadership workshops for Conference Officers (Heritage Hall)
12:00 pm Convention closed

SOUTH DAKOTA SYNODICAL W OMEN OF THE ELCA CONVENTION

Page 2
Page
2

INDEX
Convention Schedule…………………..…….. 1
Committees ...………...…….………………... 2
Displays……………………………………... 18
Awareness Group Presenters……………..….. 4
Resolutions……………………………………11
Business Meeting………………….……….… 3
Synod. Pres. Letter………………..……...……5
Minutes of 2016 meeting……………….......8-10
Churchwide Speaker………………..…….…...6
Triennial Coordinator ………………..………..7
Audit Report…………………………...….12-15
‘Mission Accomplished’…………...………...16
Sample Ballot…………………………....….. 18
Nominee Vitae………………………….…….17
Synodical Officers……………….…….……. 19
Conference Coordinators……………….…… 19
Thank you……………………………….…... 15
Today’s Dream, Tomorrow’s Reality………...20
***************************
Registration Fee: For the Convention is $40,
except for Conference officers, it will be only $20
for them
Convention Offering:
50% to SD W/ELCA;
50% to Churchwide W/ELCA

PURPOSE STATEMENT
“As a community of women,
created in the image of God
called to discipleship in Jesus Christ,
and empowered by the Holy Spirit
We commit ourselves to
grow in faith
to affirm our gifts,
and support one another in our callings
engage in ministry and action
and promote healing and wholeness in
the church, the society, and the world.”

APPOINTED COMMITTEES
Credentials Committee
Marlys Lueth, Crossroads
Carolyn Goldammer, Prairie Rivers
Resolutions Committee
Linda Jensen
Margie Neugebauer
Convention Nurse
Jan Jans, Trinity Lutheran

Parliamentarian
Special Offering: Will be taken Friday evening Marilyn Abraham
during the banquet for the Elder Center in Guatemala that is being developed. (Matching funds are Newsletter Editor
available for this project)
Lucille Birkholtz,
Love Offering: Yankton Contact Center suggestions: Personal Care items (shampoo, conditioner,
toothpaste, deodorant, paper towels, toilet paper,
diapers, etc) items that cannot be purchased with
food stamps,
Silent Auction: ½ to each: Dina Johnson Scholarship Endowment and Listen God is Calling
(former Answer the Call Campaign Commitment). Closes Friday at 4:30 pm

Book store: Carpenters Shop from Yankton It
will be open Friday at 8 AM to 6 PM and Saturday 8 AM to 12 noon.

Nominating Committee/Elections Committee
Nancy Rieke, Synodical VP & Convenor of Committee
Vivian Westgard, Prairie Coteau Conference
Janet Mattison, Bear Butte Conference
Joan Ernst, Northern Plains Conference
Gretchen Tweet, Crossroads Conference
Minutes Committee
Loretta Greni, Bear Butte
Janice Anderson, Crossroads
THANK YOU to the Organizational Team from Trinity
includes: Terri Tschetter, Jan Schiferl, Lilah Gillis and
Pam Brockberg.
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THIRTH ANNUAL CONVENTION
SYNODICAL WOMEN OF THE
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA
SOUTH DAKOTA SYNOD
Theme: “Katie Luther: Nurturing the Reformation”
Theme Verse: Whatever your task, put yourself into it, as done for the Lord and not y our
masters.”
Theme song: ELW #509 God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage
Goals: Focus on gifts of women, especially Pastors and Lay leaders, to encourage women in
service to the Lord.

Business Meeting
All are encouraged to stay for the meeting. Delegates, please sit up front.
Introduction of South Dakota Synodical Board Members
Introduction of Churchwide Executive Board Member of Women of the ELCA,
Report of Credentials Committee
Call to Order
Appointment of Convention Business Committees
Adoption of Agenda
Secretary's Report
Report of Nominating Committee
Call for Ballot for President, Mission Growth, Mission Action, Mission Community, 2 Nominating Committee
Treasurer's Report
Resolutions (printed on page 11)
Unfinished Business
Adoption of Budget for 2018
Review of Elections
Other New Business
Closing of Business Meeting
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organized format. She advocates scrapbooking as a way
of archiving your heritage and preserving your memoEach session is offered three times: 1:30-2:15 pm,
ries. Pat teaches scrapbooking and leads workshops at
2:30-3:15 pm, and 3:30-4:15 pm.
The Lodge at Brulehof and creates memory pages for
foster children through Lutheran Social Services. Feel
Rev. Alvin Erickson, “Adults Saving Kids” free to bring your own pages to share or questions
What Makes Martin Luther So Relevant in 2017? about the art. If time allows, she will help you to build
Have you ever felt the bottom is dropping out of this country?
some pages for LSS.

AWARENESS PRESENTERS

Have you ever said, “I’m glad I’m not a kid today growing up
in this time.” Martin Luther faced and dealt with sophisticated
evil. He showed us the tools to deal with it. Are we using
those tools? Is every member of your congregation being
prayed for every day? Martin Luther was a great man of
prayer. He loved to teach prayer. This workshop is going to
show you how to get prayer going in your congregation for
everyone to be prayed for daily. This is God’s great gift to
keep your people including kids safe and whole.
Secondly, Luther saw parents as the “apostles, bishops and
priests in their own homes”. Have we not lost track of that
reality in many families? We have to get back to family ministries in 2017, but what a challenge! This workshop will show
you what you can do. Thirdly, Luther saw how sly and deceitful Satan is. Satan is having a heyday in our modern culture.
What can be done? Come and find out what Luther would tell
us.

Nancy Gidding, Churchwide Representative,
will talk about Churchwide programs and answer questions. Please check out page 6 for more information
about Nancy.

Keynote Banquet Speaker:

Sharing the Dream in Guatemala is a nonprofit based in
Vermillion South Dakota. We work hand and hand
with the artisans in Guatemala to create beautiful products. The philosophy of Sharing the Dream is to work
with people in
order to help
them sustain
their families.
Margie Neugebauer, Women and Justice:
Michele David
One in Christ Awareness Sessions
Mechling has
In 2019 a new Social Statement on women and jusbeen with Shartice will be presented to the Churchwide Assembly.
ing the Dream
Social Statements guide the ELCA in decisionGuatemala
making. Other denominations also use these public
since January
statements to inform themselves of the ELCA’s poof 2014. She is
sition on pertinent issues. The current study, “Faith,
the store manSexism, Justice: Conversations toward a Social
ager at our store
Statement” is our opportunity to engage in this study
located at 10
and send our comments to the Task Force that is deWest Main Street in Downtown Vermillion, SD. As an
veloping this social statement.
artist herself, Michele appreciates the artisans’
We will look at the questions that this study asks,
work and time it takes to make each piece undersome data, and Biblical verses that help us discern
stands the materials artisans use in making their crafts.
appropriate Lutheran/Christian responses to sex trafMichele loves to help the groups in Guatemala create
ficking, inequality of pay, rape and incest, racial and
new designs and she thoroughly enjoys merchandizing
gender discrimination, and Lutheran interpretation
the store with their beautiful finished crafts. Michele is
of Bible verses that are used to discriminate against
the bookkeeper for the Vermillion store and manages
women. A one-page document of each Module of
the scheduling and training of volunteers and interns.
the entire study will be available also.
She helps to organize sales outside of the store and
travels to sales and festivals to sell crafts in many other
Pat Wennblom, dedicated and talented
locations. Michele believes our Guatemalan artisans
scrapbooking teacher will have an activity
are true artists and that each piece that they make is a
table set up for those who wish to put together scrap work of art that easily sell themselves!
book pages for the LSS foster children memory
“Sharing the Dream” Special offering taken to go tobooks. Pat Wennblom has spent the past 15 years
wards the Elders Center in being developed in Guatelearning the art of scrapbooking and loves to share , mala, and matching funds are available.
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South Dakota Women of the ELCA – 2017
Synodical President's Report . . . . . Glenda Ofstehage
The 29th Annual Synodical Convention of the South Dakota Women of the ELCA was held June 23-25 at First
Lutheran in Mitchell. We were excited to welcome 112 registered attendees. The theme was Daughters of the
King” and the theme verse was Ephesians 1:4a— “For He chose us in Him before the creation of the world.”
Our pre-convention event included an evening of music and viewing the Corn Palace and other Mitchell Main
Street attractions followed by a vespers service. We thank the women at First Lutheran for a delightful convention experience. The 2017 convention is scheduled for Trinity Lutheran in Yankton June 23 & 24, 2017. The
theme is “Katie Luther—Nurturing a Reformation”. Our theme verse is Colossians 3:23--We will celebrate the
30th annual convention of the South Dakota Synod Women of the ELCA. We invite all women of all ages to
join us.
Many women from the South Dakota Synodical organization are planning to attend the 10th Triennial Convention and Gathering in Minneapolis in July 13-16, 2017. Darla Toben, our convention coordinator has worked
diligently to arrange bus transportation for those attending the Gathering and many women have made arrangements to combine the gathering with visits to family in the Cities. This event will likely never be any closer for
us than this, so we expect to have many participating. We will be represented at the Triennial Convention that
precedes the gathering by Voting Members Edna Anderson, Sharyl Adkins, Carie Knutson, Hannah Fleming,
Sheryn Ekstrum, Donna Vreugdenhil, and Glenda Ofstehage. We are allotted 2 more voting members, but due
to resignations of elected voting members and exhaustion of our alternate pool, we are unable to fill these positions. We will need nominations of women of all age groups when the call goes out for candidates for voting
members to the 2020 Triennial Convention. The convention is a great experience and really opens one’s eyes
to what is happening in the church throughout the world. We would be delighted to have one nominee from
every congregation in the synod. It is not too early to start planning for this!
Women of the South Dakota Synod continue to reach out in service with quilts and kits sent to Lutheran World
Relief, gifts to local food pantries, support for persons in crisis, and to “the church, the society, and the
world.” (Purpose statement of the Women of the ELCA) I commend the women of our synod for the creative
and thoughtful ways that they serve in their communities, becoming the hands, feet, and heart of the church in
action.
Women of the ELCA provide quilts and other handmade items for the annual Lutherans Outdoors quilt auctions, providing support for the young campers in our synod. Local women continue to meet for Bible study—
many using the Gather magazine published by the churchwide organization. We continue to focus attention on
bringing the Dina Johnson Scholarship up to the amount required to be fully endowed, thus insuring that this
scholarship to an Augustana University student can continue to be awarded and to fulfill our pledge to the Answer the Call campaign, since transferred to Listen God is Calling.
Many local units continue to struggle with dwindling membership and limited participation. We encourage all
congregations to find ways to become active participants in the Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America. We need your input, your prayers, your talents, your energy and your direction in learning how we
can adapt to the changing needs and desires of the women of the church today. Your Women of the ELCA
wants to be more than another meeting to add to your already crowded schedule; we want to be a source of fellowship and growth and a place of refreshment and joy in your busy days. We always look for your suggestions for ways we can bring new ideas, new hope, new joy into our work together.
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Nancy Giddings
Executive Board Member, 2014-2017
Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Nancy Giddings was elected to the executive board in July 2014. She
serves on the program and communication committee and is also the
representative to the Lutheran Men in Mission board.
Before her election, Nancy served as president of the Minneapolis Area
Synodical Women’s Organization, in which she had previously served
as vice president. Nancy has also been active with the Today’s Dream:
Tomorrow’s Reality network for many years, serving as an anti-racism
trainer. Nancy also is a member of the Minneapolis Area Synod’s
Global Partnership table.
Nancy is a member of Cross of Hope Lutheran Church in Ramsey, Minn., where she and her family have been
members since 1987. She is an assisting minister and sings in two choirs. Nancy has served on her church
council, including a time as council president. She is currently the chair of the worship and music table and is
the prayer chain coordinator.
Nancy is a widow and has four children and five grandchildren. In her spare time, she takes part in a blind audio dart league and a blind bowling league. She has been editor of the newsletter for the American Blind
Bowling Association since 2008.
Thursday at 7 PM

* * * * * * Relaxation Station will have
adult coloring books and scrapbooking
supply pages and paper to make scrapbook
pages for foster children in LSS services.
Relaxation Station in chancel area of Heritage Hall called “Wittenberg”
Saturday
Relaxation station available /9am to 12pm
Market at the Meridian(farmers market
open)/1-4pm Tours of Cramer-Kenyon

A Bold Life of Faith; Katharina von Bora Luther
Katie Luther was a bold reformer in her own
right. Questions have been raised as to how successful Martin would have been without Katie beside him. Katie and Martin were the father and
mother of the Reformation. Katie was a gardener,
beer maker, crop manager, financial manager, theologian, household master, nun, wife, mother, innkeeper, and nurse. Come to this session to learn
more about Katie’s life and ministry, her family, and
how Martin cherished her. There will be slides from
Torgau and Wittenberg and a monologue by Katie.
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Greetings!
The Triennial is almost here! I have been checking the
www.welcatg.org website frequently for updates. I was looking at
the website I can tell we are in for some fun learning opportunities
with great workshops, films to attend and many servant events. There
are also All Anew devotions on the website. Also remember to look
at the website and/or registration booklet to see how you might also
assist with In Kind gifts to bring with you to the Triennial! How have
your coloring skills been with the All Anew Butterfly coloring page? At the Medary Conference Spring Gathering we had several ladies who displayed their talents with colorful butterfly sheets. It was so pretty! If you
have colored a butterfly, bring it with you to the Synodical Meeting in Yankton, I would love to see them. If
there is someone still interested in attending the Triennial Gathering and has not registered yet, please contact
me as someone has an extra registration due to an individual unable to attend.
The cost of the bus trip for each passenger is $125.00. If you have not sent your check to me, please do so
prior to June 15th. Checks should be made to SD WELCA and mailed to Darla Toben 47906 171st St. Clear
Lake SD 57226 to secure your seat. I am sure all of you have been anxiously awaiting for the details on what
time and where. In the last newsletter I had indicated the bus would be leaving Miller early on Thursday, July
13, 2017. 3 a.m. is Early! I feel bad that it is so early for some of you, however, you might be able to snooze
a little on the bus. Here are the bus details. Please be at your bus stop at least 15 minutes early. The hotels
are close enough to the convention center that we should be able to walk to the Convention Center and not
need the buses while we are at the Triennial Gathering. If you have questions, please email me at dgtoben@itctel.com or call me in the evening at 605-874-2951. I will be at the Convention in Yankton and would
like to meet with those traveling on the buses.
North Bus times and stops:
3:00 AM Leave Miller - meet at Foreman Bus, park on the westside next to the building
3:30 AM Intersection of Hwy 212 & 45
4:05 AM Ipswich – Buffalo Station
4:40 AM Aberdeen-Super City Mall – west parking lot
5:10 AM Groton- Ken’s Fairway Foods
5:45 AM Webster – place to be determined
6:15 AM Summit – Coffee Cup Travel Plaza
6:45 AM Watertown – Stone’s Truck Stop
12:00 pm Minneapolis – The bus will make stops at the following Hotel Minneapolis, Hyatt
Regency Minneapolis and Millennium Hotel
South Bus times and stops:
3:00 AM Leave Miller Foreman Bus
4:00 AM Kimball – Ditty’s Truck Stop4:45 AM Mitchell – Highland Travel Plaza
5:45 AM Hartford – Coffee Cup Truck Stop
6:00 AM Sioux Falls- Love 445 (the old Rentschler's truck stop)is located at 5301 N Cliff Ave.
12:00 PM Minneapolis – The bus will make stops at the following Hotel Minneapolis, Hyatt
Regency Minneapolis and Millennium Hotel
Your Triennial Coordinator……..
Darla Toben, 47906 171st St. Clear Lake SD 57226, 605-874-2951, email dgtoben@itctel.com
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SOUTH DAKOTA SYNODICAL WOMEN OF THE ELCA
29th ANNUAL CONVENTION MINUTES
First Lutheran Church, Mitchell, SD
June 24, 2016
All are encouraged to stay for the meeting. Voting members, please sit up front.
Theme: Daughters of the King
Theme verse: Ephesians 1: 4a “For He chose us in Him before the creation of the world.”
Theme Song: “Borning Cry”, 732 ELW
Goal: to affirm our identities as sisters in Christ and daughters of the King
Guests: Cindy Arnett, Churchwide WELCA Representative
Bishop David Zellmer, South Synod of the ELCA
Keynote Speaker, Laura Klock, creator of the motorcycle program at Abbot House
Regional 2017 Triennial Promoter, Maria Lokensgard
Business Meeting
All are encouraged to stay for the meeting. Delegates, please sit up front.
Introduction of South Dakota Synodical Board Members by Glenda Ofstehage, Synodical President: Nancy Rieke, Vice President; Marilyn Abraham, Secretary; Kathy Thompson, Treasurer; Janice
Anderson, Mission Action; Donna Vreugdenhil, Mission Community; Connie Bickett and Arlene Bich,
Members at Large. Margie Neugebauer, Mission Growth (absent).
Introduction of Churchwide Executive Board Member of Women of the ELCA, Cindy Arnett
Introduction was made by Pres. Glenda. Ms. Arnett greeted the assembly and described her role as Executive Board member and representative to Synodical conventions.
Report of Credentials Committee:
42 voting delegates
58 non-voting delegates
4 synodical officers
4 guests
4 synodical board members
Total 112 present
Call to Order: by President Glenda Ofstehage at 11:45 a.m.
Appointment of Convention Business Committees
Credentials Committee: Kathy Heffernan, Sharon Bossert
Resolutions Committee: Pat Wennblom
Convention Nurse: Nurses of First Lutheran, Mitchell
Parliamentarian: Sheryn Eckstrum
Nominating Committee/Elections Committee:
Nancy Rieke, Synodical VP and Convener of Committee,
Vicki Hines, Delores (Lori) Jorenby, Vivian Westgard, Janet Mattison
Pres. Glenda introduced the nominee for incoming Synodical Secretary, Lynn Pohlman, and thanked
Minutes continue………………

SOUTH DAKOTA SYNODICAL W OMEN OF THE ELCA CONVENTION

Page 9

Nancy Rieke, VP; Kathy Thompson, Treasurer; Janice Anderson, Mission Action; and Members at Large, Arlene Bich and Connie Bickett for consenting to serve a second term in their offices.
Adoption of Agenda: M/S Motion/second: Janet Mattison/ Doris Stowe to adopt the agenda as printed. Motion passed
Secretary's Report: Marilyn thanked secretary committee members, Jan Anderson and Nancy Rieke; and all
members who contributed data for the secretary’s documents. She expressed appreciation for the opportunity
to serve as Synodical secretary.
M/S: Marilyn Abraham/Cynthia Wall: to accept the printed minutes of the 2015 Convention Business Meeting.
Motion passed as amended (delete Barb Hanson’s name from 2015 credentials report).
Report of Nominating Committee: Nancy Rieke thanked members of the committee and those who accepted
nominations. The slate of officers was presented as listed in the sample ballot on page 18 of the Convention
Booklet.
Pres. Glenda called for the Ballots and thanked those who agreed to serve new and second terms for: Vice
President, Secretary, Treasurer, two Members at Large, and two Nominating Committee members.
President Glenda called for any other nominations from the floor for each office. There being none, a motion
was made by Darla Tobin/Janet Mattison to close nominations. Pres. Glenda called for acceptance of the motion to close nominations. Motions were made and seconded for each candidate. Motion to close nominations
passed.
M/S/ Sheryn Eckstrum/Cynthia Wall to unanimously accept the ballot as printed on p. 18 of the Convention
Booklet. Motion passed
Elected by unanimous ballot:
Vice-president: Nancy Rieke (second term)
Secretary: Lynn Pohlman
Treasurer: Kathy Thompson (second term)
Member at Large: Arlene Bich (second term)
Member at Large: Connie Bickett (second term)
Nominating Committee: Joan Ernst and Gretchen Tweet
Call for Ballot for Triennial Voting Members Nominees: Ballots were distributed and the late addition’s
vitae for Jean Hoff, was read.
The voting process was explained by Pres. Glenda.
First Ballot (A) Woman of color (one candidate)
Second Ballot (B) Candidates for first time voting member (vote for two)
Third Ballot (C) Candidates who have been voting members before (vote for five)
Treasurer's Report: See p.11 of the Convention Booklet, Statement of Financial Position; Pres. Glenda explained endowment funds, especially the Dena Johnson Scholarship fund. It is close to $20,000 at present. The
goal is $25,000.00 (a requirement for an endowment fund from Augustana University, the administrator). Five
percent of the fund is given out each year. Treasurer Kathy Thompson, called for a motion to accept the treasurer’s report (p. 11) as printed: M/S: Doris Stowe/ Sharon Bossert. Motion Passed
M/S: Kathy Thompson/Carrie Knutson: that the balance sheet of financial records (p.12) for the past year be
accepted. Motion passed
New Business: Adoption of Budget for 2018
Treasurer Kathy thanked auditors, Myla Kneeland, Alpha Behrns, and Tressa Schmidt, for auditing the
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records which were found in good order, and thanked the Synodical for all that they do for the less fortunate.
Budgets for 2016, ‘17, and ’18 were distributed with Kathy’s explanations. The estimated total cash receipts
for the 2018 budget are: $55,875.00; estimated cash disbursements, $52,775, with a net increase in net assets
of $3,100.00.
M/S: Pat Wennblom/Joy Baker to accept the 2018 budget. Motion passed
Other New Business: Inquiry: Mary Weertz asked for a report of the committee whose charge was to facilitate
two voting members from Cameroon and Nicaragua. Pres. Glenda: A Churchwide officer is looking at sending
someone from Nicaragua first. Glenda will contact Churchwide to seek additional information.
Review of Elections for voting members to the 2017 Triennial: results of Ballot B (first time voting members, vote for two): Jean Hoff and Doris Stowe. Ballot C was distributed with the remaining three candidates
from Ballot B added (vote for five).
Ballot C was declared invalid due to confusion concerning eligibility to vote. Ballots were re-printed and distributed for voting again on Ballot C.
The meeting recessed at 12:45 for lunch and will reconvene later for election results for voting members to the
Triennial.
The meeting reconvened at 1:30 p.m.
Pres. Glenda called the meeting to order and called for a report of the voting on ballot C. Ballot counting was
still in progress.
There being no more new business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:35 p.m. Results of the election will be announced later.
Marilyn Abraham
SD Synodical Secretary
Addendum: Immediately after the meeting was adjourned, the results of ballot C were brought forward and
announced:
Sheryl Adkins, Sharon Bossert, Diane Johnson, Sheryn Eckstrum, and Carrie Knutson were elected. Alternates: Edna Anderson, Donna Bieber, and Donna Vreugdenhil
Total 2017 Triennial Voting Members:
From Ballot A (woman of color) Hanna Flemming
From Ballots B and C
Doris Stow
(first time and former voting Jean Hoff
Members)
Sheryl Adkins
Sharon Bossert
Diane Johnson
Sheryn Eckstrum
Carie Knutson
Delegate Alternates:

Marilyn Abraham
SD Synodical secretary

Donna Vreugdenhil
Donna Bieber
Edna Anderson
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RESOLUTIONS
Resolution #1:
WHEREAS, the Mission of the SD Women of the ELCA is to mobilize women to act boldly in their faith in Jesus
Christ
WHEREAS, the SD Women of the ELCA actively promote Racial Justice Advocacy
WHEREAS, Jesus became a refugee when his family fled to Egypt and he calls us to welcome the stranger
WHEREAS, the current leased space in downtown Sioux Falls for the LSS Center for New Americans has inadequate classroom and office space, and very little parking
WHEREAS, relocating to the Campus of East Bank building (former Kilian Community College building) would
save LSS over $66,000 in operating costs each year with the savings being put back into programs. The new building would also provide adequate classroom and office space as well as parking for the Center for New Americans,
and be just a few blocks from the SD Central Bus Station
WHEREAS, LSS has embarked on a Campaign for Hope to raise funds to purchase and renovate the former Kilian Community College building to address the needs of the Center for New Americans as well as other services
such as the Center for Financial Resources, Counseling Services, Mentoring Services, Fatherhood & Re-entry
Services, and possibly LSS administration.
WHEREAS, the SD Women of the ELCA participated in the last LSS capital campaign, raising a phenomenal
$128,256.57 which was 256% of their goal and have successfully raised funds for other capital campaigns since
then
RESOLVED: That the SD Women of the ELCA take up the challenge to raise funds for the Campaign of Hope
and set an appropriate goal
RESOLVED: That the WELCA leadership work with LSS staff to recruit a WELCA member to serve as overall
Synodical chair for the campaign, to recruit a WELCA member to chair each conference's efforts, and assist the
conference chairs in recruiting a committee for their conference.
Resolution #2:
WHEREAS, “This community of women shall claim and practice an anti-racist identity and actively seek full
participation and shared power in determining its mission, structure, constituency, policies, and practices.” (ARTICLE III, SECTION 13. Anti-Racist Identity WELCA Constitution)
WHEREAS the Women of the ELCA founded Today's Dream, Tomorrow's Reality, our network of anti-racism
educators and advocates in 1997 to foster this identity.
WHEREAS, Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton has called our church to address racism, stating “...We in the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, particularly those of us who are white, turn, and we know that now. So
understanding and trusting that Jesus is already there, that Jesus has restored our sight, and that we can see, in
the other, Christ, it's time to get out there, people. It's time to go out, dear church, and make the invisible visible
and see these as brothers and sisters.” (Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton's call to be present : July 7, 2016)
WHEREAS, Luke 24:12 reminds us “For where your treasure is, there your heart shall be also.”
Therefore, be it:
RESOLVED, that each synodical board actively seek out women within their SWO to be trained as TDTR trainers. Striving toward an active group of trainers, provided with access to appropriate training through a designated budget line item; and be it further
RESOLVED, that each synodical board receive at minimum 2 hours TDTR led anti-racism training as a board;
and be it further
RESOLVED, that SWOs and congregational units actively use the gifts of these trainers and the resources they
recommend to inform, educate and mobilize their congregations and communities, through prayer, ministry and
political action, and be it further
RESOLVED, that each synodical president report to the Conference of Presidents about progress toward active
anti-racism activities within her synodical women's organization, and be it further
RESOLVED, that at the Triennial Gathering of July, 2017, that a significant emphasis on TDTR be stressed by a
prominent speaker and the Board, and be it further
RESOLVED, that adequate and impressive financial funds be designated for resources and presentations by
TDTR trainers to be implemented in every synod of this church.
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SYNODICAL TREASURERS REPORT
BY KATHY THOMPSON
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THANK YOU
Thank you for the privilege of serving this organization as Newsletter Editor for the last 10 years. It has been
a very rewarding experience for me. I have gotten to know so many of you quite well, forever friends!! I feel
it is time that I retire (I’m getting and feeling older!!) and let someone else carry on the position. Thank you
to all of you for the help you have given me over the years.
Lucille Birkholtz
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SOUTH DAKOTA SYNOD WOMEN OF THE ELCA
Missions Accomplished in 2016
1. Total W.E.L.C.A. dollars sent outside your congregation to other Lutheran projects
$ 170,468.80
2. Total W.E.L.C.A. dollars spent in support of your own congregation $90,407.
3. Total W.E.L.C.A. dollars spent other-than-Lutheran projects $95,707.
4. Lutheran World Relief Support
Mission Quilts ---8177
Personal Care Kits ---2,018
Fabric Kits ---489
Pounds of New Soap ---579

Blankets ---159
School Kits ---4622
Baby Care Kits ---1802

5. Global Health Ministries Support
Number of Newborn Kits--95
Pounds of Bandages ---2571
Number of Hospice/AID Kits –-166
Quilts ---475
Other (please explain) ---144 items and $279.00
6. Quilts sent other than LWR
Number of baby or youth quilts given locally or sent elsewhere---1562
Number of regular quilts given locally or sent elsewhere (not LWR) ---2170
7. Support to the Hungry
Delivered Meals on Wheels---112 units Support local food pantry—112 units &$4,515.
Served or assisted in a homeless shelter such as the Banquet in SF ---112 units
Number of letters written to Congress on Hunger Issues ---149
8. Camping Support
Number of quilts sent to a quilt auctions ---77
Number of youth from your church your WELCA unit helped sponsor ---158 and $2,390.00
9. Support to Children
Support Children in shelter homes ---125 units
Donated school kits or school supplies locally---112
Gave or sent layettes other than LWR ---10
10. Support to People in Need (Not Previously Listed)
Number of blankets ---872
Number of health kits ---672
Pounds of clothing ---3091
Support women in Crisis Centers—112 units
Penitentiary or jail visitation---45
Number of Prayer Shawls--683
Nursing Home & Shut-in visits ---112 units
11. Support in our Own Congregations
Making banners, prayer chains, serve lunch at funerals, cards to ill & bereaved, and fundraisers.
In a future Synodical Newsletter perhaps the mission work done in the communities and the outreach
mission work done by WELCA will be listed!
As reported by Janice Anderson, Synodical Mission Action Officer
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VITAS FOR SYNODICAL OFFICERS
PRESIDENT
Glenda Ofstehage, 2921 Pettersen Rd, Vermillion,
SD 57069 Phone: 605-624-9717 or 605-677-9025
e-mail: ofsteglen@gmail.com
Southeast Conference, Currently SD Synodical President. Previously Southeast Conference President and
Secretary. Currently Unit Mission Growth (St Paul
Lutheran, rural Elk Point)
Attend weekly bible study at Trinity, Vermillion
Attended Triennial in St. Louis as delegate, Charlotte
as guest.
MISSION GROWTH (Justice)
Margie Neugebauer, 24651 White Tail Ridge Rd.,
Hermosa, SD 57744 PH:303-590-4403 E-mail:: margeneugebauer@gmail.com
Currently a trainer for the synod’s GiFT process;
member of Evangelical Outreach Committee with
emphasis on rural ministry; Certified Coach through
the ELCA; past Board of Directors for Lutherans
Outdoors; Currently Process Builder for the social
statement on women and justice; coordinator of Rural
Leaders Retreat; 30 years as Licensed Professional
Counselor in educational settings; currently Certified
Grief Recovery Specialist®, Supply preaching
(SAM). WELCA and ALCW involvement—
president, mission growth, nominating committees,
Runners Club, Bible study leader, presenter, retreat
leader, Today’s Dream Tomorrow’s Reality
trainer. Also served in Eastern ND Synod.
MISSION COMMUNITY (Discipleship)
Donna Vreugdenhil, 38664 267th St., Stickney, SD
57375, PH: 732-4651, Email: dlvreugdenhil@yahoo.com
Donna is a member of St. Paul Lutheran Church in
Stickney. She has held various offices in her circle,
local and conference level. She currently holds the
office of Mission Action in the local unit, Synodical
Mission Community person, and Synodical Advisor
to Prairie Rivers Conference. She is an active
Thrivent member working on projects for the church
and community.
Donna and husband Larry live on a farm near
Stickney. They have three children and two grandchildren.
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MISSION ACTION (Stewardship)
Janice Anderson, 409 Kringen Ave., Baltic, SD
57006 PH: 529-5387, Cell: 605-496-2459
E-mail: pjand@alliancecom.net
Current SD Mission Action & Crossroads Conference Mission Action officer.
Previous Synodical Mission Growth.
Active in local unit as Mission Action officer &
committees at West Nidaros Congregation.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Verdelle Anderson, 528 West Lake Drive, Lake
Norden, SD 57248 Tel#605-785-2190 605-5203864 cell Email: verdelle@itctel.com
Verdelle is a member of St. Paul's Lutheran in Clear
Lake. She currently hold the office of Mission
Growth in Medary Conference. In past she has been
state president and treasurer of Medary conference. She is very active in church and has been on
SD synod board and was recent delegate to national
assembly.
We do need another person on the Nominating committee. Do we have a volunteer from the floor?
Please give it a lot of thought. We need you!!

WISHING ALL CONVENTION ATTENDEES A
SAFE TRIP HOME.

WE LEAVE READY TO NURTURE OUR OWN CONGREGATIONS AS
WE PREPARE FOR THE 500TH ANIVERSARY OF
“THE REFORMATION!!!!”
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SAMPLE BALLOT
PRESIDENT: Vote for one
______Glenda Ofstehage

DISPLAYS
While at the convention be sure to visit the many displays set up by Ministry Outreaches of our
church. Ask questions and learn how you and your
congregation bring Christ’s love into the lives of
people all over the world through these ministries. Here are some of the groups represented;

_____

MISSION GROWTH: vote for one
(Justice)
______ Margie Neugebauer

______

MISSION ACTION: vote for one
(Stewardship)
_______ Janice Anderson

Lutherans Outdoors
St. Dysmas
Lutheran Social Services
Bread for the World
Mission Interpreters Teresa Nygaard
ELCA World Hunger
Today's Dreams, Tomorrow's Reality (Margie
Neugebauer);
Adults Saving Kids (Rev. Alvin Erickson)
“Sharing the Dream”
ViBella jewelry
Woyotan

_______

MISSION COMMUNITY: vote for one
(Discipleship)
_______Donna Vreugdenhil

_______

NOMINATING COMMITTEE:
Vote for two
______Verdelle Anderson
______
_______
________

MISSION STATEMENT
“To mobilize women to act boldly in their
faith in Jesus Christ.”

You can find the Convention Booklet on the internet at
http://www.sdsynod.org// At the top of the page, position
your curser on “Congregations & Organizations” then
click on WELCA on the drop down menu. When this
page comes up, click on the SD Synod Convention Booklet.

Lutherans Outdoors

QUILT AUCTION
SUNDAY– Sept. 10
Our Savior’s Lutheran
Church
Sioux Falls, SD
NOTE: Check the change of date
and place of the auction!!!!!
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CONFERENCE COORDINATORS

2016-17 Synod Officers
PRESIDENT: Glenda Ofstehage 2921 Petersen Road, Vermillion, SD 57069, PH: 624-9717, Cell: 605 677-9025, Email ofsteglen@gmail.com , 1st term, 2nd year, (Southeastern Advisor)
VICE-PRESIDENT: Nancy Rieke, 501 S. Lois Lane Dr., Colman, SD 57017, PH: 320 321-3100, Email:
nancy_rieke@yahoo.com , 2nd term, 1st year
SECRETARY: Lynn Pohlman, 20631 Maitland Road, Lead, SD
57754 PH:605-578-1673 E-mail: pohlman.lynn@gmail.com
1st term, 1st year
TREASURER: Kathy Thompson, 404 3rd St, Wilmot, SD
57279-2223, PH: 938-4592, Cell: 605 520-8289, Email:
kdthompson8289@gmail.com , 2nd term, 1st year, (Prairie Coteau,
advisor)
MISSION ACTION-(Stewardship): Janice Anderson, 409
Kringen Ave., Baltic, SD 57003, PH: 529-5387,
Cell: 605
st
496-2459, Email: pjand@alliancecom.net , 1 term, 2nd year
(Northern Plains advisor)

Prairie Coteau: Cindy Hofland, 444107th St., Veblen, SD 57270 PH:605-738-2374
e-mail:hofland@tnics.com
Medary: Betty Steinmetz, PO Box 449
Toronto, SD 57268 bsteinmetz@itctel.com
605-794-8711
Crossroads: Linda Eidem, 131 W. Doral Ct., Sioux
Falls, SD 57108 PH:605-929-3432
E-mail: linda.eidem@lifescapesd.org
Southeastern: Marge Martens, 46487 306th St.,
Centerville, SD 57014 PH:605-351-7869
E-mail: Crazywienerdoglady2@gmail.com
Northern Plains: Kathy Heffernan, 35338 153rd St,
Wecota, SD 57438 PH: 605-324-3638 E-mail:
heffernen@venturecomm.net

MISSION GROWTH-(Justice): Margie Neugebauer, 24651
White Tail Ridge Rd., Hermosa, SD 57744 PH:303-590-4403 Email:: margeneugebauer@gmail.com Filled unexpired 1st term,
2nd year, up for election 2017. (Bear Butte Advisor)

Prairie Rivers: Cynthia Wall, 34414 245th St.,
Chamberlain, SD 57325
PH: 234-6957, E-mail:Fourwalls1@midstatesd.net
Lois Storm, 39885 273rd St, Corsica, SD 57329
MISSION COMMUNITY-(Discipleship): Donna Vreugdenhil, PH:605-928-3035
38664 267th St., Stickney, SD 57375, PH: 732-4651, Email:
E-mail:thestormfamily@hotmail.com
st
dlvreugdenhil@yahoo.com , 1 term, 2nd year (Prairie Rivers
Advisor)
th

MEMBER AT LARGE: Connie Bickett, 22032, 444 Ave.,
Oldham, SD 57051, PH: 482-8639, Cell: 605 270-9967, E-mail:
conniebickett@alliancecom.net, 2nd term, 1st year, (Medary Advisor)
MEMBER AT LARGE: Arlene Bich, 2908 S. Orchard Ave.,
Sioux Falls 57103, PH: 275-6891, Cell: 605 491-0635, E-mail:
a2hbich@gmail.com, 2nd term, 1st year, (Crossroads advisor)
LITERACY CHAIRPERSON: Sally Hillner, 505 Minnesota
Dr., Brookings, SD 57006PH:605-692-5590 Email:sallyh@brookings.net
RACIAL JUSTICE ADVOCATES: TODAYS’S DREAM
TOMORROW’S REALITY Margie Neugebauer, 24651 White Tail Ridge Rd., Hermosa, SD
57744 PH:303-590-4403 E-mail:: margeneugebauer@gmail.com
Margene Thompson: 39141 240th St., Letcher SD 57359
E-mail:amthompson@santel.net PH:605-248-2444

Bear Butte: Diane Bryan, 1807 Windmill Dr., Spearfish, SD 57783 PH:605-717-0505 E-mail:
blueroosterchick@hotmail.com
Betty Kozur-Baker, 401 E. 8th St., Newell, SD 57760
PH: 605-456-2956 (cell--605-569-0353)E-mail:
bandbbaker@ sdplains.com

DATES TO REMEMBER
September 10, 2017, Annual Quilt Auction
at Our Savior’s Lutheran in Sioux Falls
July 13-16, 2017, Tenth Triennial Gathering
of Women of the ELCA, Minneapolis, MN
June 2018, 31st Annual Convention, Prairie
Coteau Conference
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Report of Justice and Today’s Dream Tomorrow’s Reality
Margie Neugebauer, Justice Officer and Racial Justice Trainer
Justice (Mission Growth)
This year I have focused on re-igniting communication between the Justice program/Synodical Board and local units. A survey of educational offerings by local units was sent out in the quarterly Synodical Newsletter.
Only 17 units responded to this survey. Those responses revealed areas of strength and weaknesses in local
units. Units are performing well in service projects; quilt making, layettes, etc. and you will see a statewide
report in this document from the Stewardship officer.
Educational programming beyond the Gather Bible study is lacking in many units. The key issues that
churchwide WELCA encourages us to focus on are not being addressed in many units. This is sad and not indicative of the concern that Lutheran women have on these important issues that affect women and girls and
men. Larger congregational units do incorporate educational events in their programming. Thank you for following our traditional interest in educating ourselves on these important issues.
One concern that affects many units is not being able to attract younger women. I have addressed this issue in
several ways. The biggest effort you can do in this area is to engage younger women in conversation. Do not
ask them why they are not involved. Get to know them and ask them how WELCA can address their needs.
The Millennial generation is definitely interested in spirituality and in action. A good article that addresses
this is in the May issue of Gather. The article is entitled; Beyond Sunday. Please read that article and heed its
advice.
Thank you for your continued interest in WELCA and developing your faith. The world needs our perspective
on the Christian life. Please share your faith with family, friends, organizations, and the political system.
Today’s Dream Tomorrow’s Reality
As part of my commitment to racial justice, I continue to attend meetings of the Rapid City Community Conversations and the Healing and Transforming sub-committee. I attend on average at least two meetings a
month. There is much progress in Rapid City toward racial justice. I would love to see these conversations
extend to other communities in South Dakota. Contact me if you would be interested in beginning such conversations in your community.
The SD Synodical Board’s budget includes $500 for Today’s Dream Tomorrow’s Reality projects in SD. I
have not had one request for any assistance in addressing racial justice in our churches or communities. That
saddens me immensely. SD has major issues with discrimination toward people of color in our state.
How long will it be before our churches address this issue? Three new resources were developed by the
Churchwide WELCA Justice director. They are How to Have a Helpful Conversation About Race in the
Church, Historical Timeline of Race Relations, and Listening to the Third Slave Bible study.
Please use these resources to gain Lutheran perspective on race relations in SD and the United States.
I am always available to suggest programming or to present on a topic.

