Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
South Dakota Synod Assembly
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
Sioux Falls, SD
June 1-3, 2017
The thirtieth annual Assembly of the South Dakota Synod, ELCA, was held at Gloria Dei
Lutheran Church, Sioux Falls, SD, June 1-3, 2017, with the theme 500 Always
Reforming.
June 1, 2017
Registration opened at 4:30 pm at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church.
There were 2 choices for assembly workshops. Molly Beck Dean conducted one on
Youth Gathering Informational Session and Rev. Wm. Chris Boerger led a session on
Leading Productive Council Meetings.
There was an Evening with Dakota Road in the Sanctuary from 7:30-9:00 pm.
June 2, 2017
Registration opened at 8:00 am at the Gloria Dei Gathering Area. Displays and the book
store were open. Bishop Zellmer, Carla Borchardt, and Rev. Jonathan Vehar conducted
new member voting orientation. Deacon Suzanne Hansen conducted youth voting
member orientation.
Opening worship with Holy Communion was held beginning at 9:15 am with Bishop
Zellmer preaching, Rev. Wm. Chris Boerger presiding, and Deacon Susan Marone as the
assistant and reader.
Bishop Zellmer opened the Assembly at the close of worship.
PLENARY SESSION ONE
The following people were introduced: Molly Beck Dean, Director of the ELCA Youth
Gathering; Rev. Wm. Chris Boerger, Secretary of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America; Dakota Road, guest musicians; Solofo and Joely Rakatoariveto and Sergio Rios
Carrillo, Companion Synod Missionaries in Cameroon and Nicaragua; Reid
Christopherson, ELCA Church Council; Rev. Dave Johnson, Assembly Chaplain; and
Rev. Layne Nelson, Executive Director of Lutheran Outdoors in SD.
The Synod staff was introduced as follows: Rev. Charlie Bunk , Companion Synod
Coordinator; Marilyn Green, Appeal Coordinator; Sawyer Vanden Heuvel, Director of
Communications; Lois Borchardt, Business Manager; Crystal McCormick,
Administrative Assistant; Deacon Susan Marone, Associate to the Bishop; Deacon
Suzanne Hansen, Youth and Family Director; and Rev. Bob Hansen, Interim DEM.
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Seminarians assigned to South Dakota were introduced. They include Jeremy Duprey,
Hill City, and Sara Kayser, Highmore.
The assembly planning committee members were introduced. They include: Rev. Erik
Olson, Rev. Jonathan Vehar, Rev. Trey Daum, Rev. Samantha Johnson, Kelsey Lyndoe,
Cheryl McGuire, and John Effinger.
MSC to adopt the Rules of Parliamentary Procedure, South Dakota Synod,
ELCA
(yes: 321, no: 4)
SA.17.01
MSC to adopt the agenda
(yes: 325, no: 1)
SA.17.02
Rev. Wm. Chris Boerger, Secretary for the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America,
presented the State of the ELCA. He brought greetings from Chicago and Bishop Eaton.
Leadership and congregational vitality are the focus of the church. We as a church need
to be encouraging young people to consider the ministry and raising up future church
leaders.
Rev. Paul Rohde brought greetings from Augustana University. He gave thanks for the
partnership with the South Dakota Synod. He extended an invitation to attend the
inauguration of president elect Stephanie Herseth Sandlin. He also extended an invitation
to attend Reformation 500: Rooted and Reaching.
Rev. Greg Wilcox brought greetings from the Good Samaritan Society and provided
water bottles to assembly participants. He highlighted the Aging Faithfully Conference
with Dr. Scott Morris as the keynote speaker.
Rev. Dwight Stensgaard extended greetings on behalf of Gloria Dei.
Rev. Dave Johnson provided a table prayer. Lunch was served.

PLENARY SESSION TWO
Carla Borchardt provided announcements for the session.
Bishop Zellmer explained the voting devices and process and several test votes were
taken.
Rev. Eric Ohrtman, Credentials Committee, reported: total voting members 373 (Clergy108, Lay female voting-162, Lay male voting-103), 6 youth, 7people of color/non
English, 61 visitors and advisory, for a total attendance of 434.
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Bishop Zellmer presented the State of the Synod address to the Assembly. Highlights
from his report include thank you to Jim Schade and Kurt Osborne on retirement from
Lutheran Planned Giving, Rob Oliver on retirement from Augustana University, and the
churches of Nicaragua and Cameroon.
Bishop Zellmer highlighted AMMPARO, an ELCA program to help migrant minors that
are living in the US. Two training sessions will be held and led by Mary Campbell.
The Kairos program and Luther House of Study currently have 11 students in South
Dakota that will be awarded a Master of Divinity degree.
Bishop Zellmer announced that a new position is being created. The Seminary Resource
Recruiter will be responsible for visiting all congregations and encouraging pastoral care
as a profession.
He promoted the ELCA National Youth Gathering in Houston, TX June 27-July 1, 2018.
Save the Dates were handed out for the Reformation worship and commemoration on
November 1, 2017.
The Bishop’s golf tournament is scheduled for July 10, 2017 at the Country Club of
Sioux Falls and the Bishop’s blast is scheduled for August 29, 2017 at Hunter’s Pointe in
Humboldt, SD.
Bishop Zellmer closed his address with thanking the Assembly for their support for the
past 10 years.
Bishop Zellmer introduced the nominees for Synod Vice President: Carla Borchardt,
Sioux Falls and Jill Franken, Sioux Falls. Ms. Borchardt addressed the assembly. Jill
Franken was not present. Rev. Dave Johnson led the Assembly in prayer.
MSC to elect Carla Borchardt, Sioux Falls, as South Dakota Synod Vice
President.
(Carla Borchardt=249 (75.45%), Jill Franken=81 (24.55%)
SA.17.03.
Bishop Zellmer introduced the nominees for Synod Secretary: Rev. Jonathan Vehar,
Sioux Falls, and Sara Greff Dannen, Sioux Falls. Ms. Greff Dannen and Rev. Vehar
addressed the Assembly. Rev. Dave Johnson led the Assembly in prayer.
MSC to elect Rev. Jonathan Vehar, Sioux Falls, as South Dakota Synod
Secretary.
(Rev. Jonathan Vehar=205 (60.29%), Sarah Greff Dannen=135
(39.71%).
SA.17.04
Rev. Becky Senner, Vice Chair Resolutions Committee, presented Resolution 1.

Resolution #1
Recommendation: Do Pass
Action taken: Adopted
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Subject:
Source:

Elect South Dakota Synod Council Members
Resolutions Committee

RESOLVED, that the South Dakota Synod, ELCA elect the following conference
nominees to the South Dakota Synod Council for a term of four years:
Medary Conference (Clergy)
Crossroads Conference (Lay)
Northern Plains Conference (Lay)
Prairie Rivers Conference (Lay)

Rev. Shelly Gehring, Madison
Jan Haugen-Rogers, Sioux Falls
Kris Wollman, Aberdeen
Cynthia Wall, Chamberlain

MSC to adopt Resolution 1: Elect South Dakota Synod Council Members.
(voice vote)
SA.17.05
Bishop Zellmer called on Erik Gilbertson, Treasurer, to present the Treasurer’s Report
and Mission Plan.
Treasurer Erik Gilbertson presented the close out of the fiscal year ending January 2017.
He reported that the external audit for 2016 was a clean audit.
Treasurer Erik Gilbertson presented the proposed 2018 Mission Plan. The proposed plan
includes a balanced plan. The most significant change was not budgeting for a second
position at Pine Ridge.
Bishop Zellmer introduced Reformation Moment #1. A short video on baptism was
viewed and the Assembly was invited to discuss it with those sitting around them.
Stacy Kruse from Portico provided an update and played a short video.
Rev. Becky Senner presented Resolution 8.
Resolution #8
Recommendation: Do Pass
Action Taken: Adopted
Subject: Seminary Scholarships
Source: Rev. Robert Hansen, Director “Listen God Is Calling” & SD Synod
Council
WHEREAS, the publicity materials for the “Listen God Is Calling” were
prepared there was a consensus understanding that Seminary Scholarships and Debt
Reduction were part of the goals of the appeal.


The video clearly states that seminary scholarships and debt reduction are part of
the goals of the appeal to provide for the next generation of rostered leaders.



The prospectus clearly states on page 4: “Increase the Synod’s capacity to provide
seminary scholarships to qualified candidates for ministry”.
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Insert # 3, to be used by congregations prior to their commitment Sunday states:
“Increased seminary scholarship support”.



The brochure used on commitment Sunday states: “We, in South Dakota, have
nurtured and provided more people into called ministry than any other Synod in
the ELCA. We also provide more seminary scholarships. But the work is not
done.”



It was stated to congregations and individuals that both seminary scholarships and
debt reduction are important goals of the “Listen God Is Calling” appeal.

WHEREAS, a concern has been noted that seminary scholarships were not
specifically listed as a category in the resolution authorizing the appeal adopted at the
June 13-14, 2014 SD Synod Assembly.
RESOLVED, that expenditures for seminary scholarships be included in the
goals for the “Listen God Is Calling” appeal.
Rev. Bob Hansen spoke in favor of the resolution
MSC to adopt Resolution 8: Seminary Scholarships
(voice vote)
SA.17.06
Rev. Becky Senner presented Resolution 9.
Resolution #9
Recommendation: Do Pass
Action Taken: Adopted
Subject: Transfer of Rosebud Lutheran Church to the South Dakota Synod
Source: Synod Council
WHEREAS, Rosebud Lutheran Church (Bison, South Dakota) has formed the
Prairie Fellowship Parish with American Lutheran Church (Bison, South Dakota) and
Indian Creek Lutheran Church (Bison, South Dakota); and
WHEREAS, the South Dakota Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America and Rosebud Lutheran Church have requested the Western North Dakota Synod
release the Rosebud Lutheran Church to the South Dakota Synod; therefore be it
RESOLVED, that the South Dakota Synod join the Western North Dakota Synod
in celebrating with Rosebud Lutheran Church and the Prairie Fellowship Parish, this new
parish alignment and with blessings welcome Rosebud Lutheran Church to serve with
their brothers and sisters in Christ of the South Dakota Synod. Be it further
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RESOLVED, that the bishop of the South Dakota Synod is authorized to sign the
appropriate documents and take other necessary actions to transfer Rosebud Lutheran
Church to the South Dakota Synod.
MSC to adopt Resolution 9: Transfer of Rosebud Lutheran Church to the
South Dakota Synod
(applause vote)
SA.17.07
Bear Butte Conference sponsored the afternoon break.
PLENARY SESSION THREE
Mara Stillson, Credentials Committee, reported: 377 voting members (111 clergy, 162
lay female voting, 104 lay male voting) at 3:00 pm on June 2.
Rev. David Schoeld, presented the nominating committee report. He proposed a ballot
for vacancies on the Lutheran Social Services board, Chapel in the Hills Board, and the
Discipline Committee.
MSC to cast an unanimous ballot to elect Rev. Craig Wexler to the
Discipline Committee, Rev. Velma Larson to the Lutheran Social
Services Board of Directors, and Becky Hollibaugh and Sandi Ohlen to
the Chapel of the Hills Board of Directors.
SA.17.08
Bishop Zellmer introduced Betty Oldenkamp, President and CEO of Lutheran Social
Services. She brought greetings from Lutheran Social Services and provided an
overview of current programs and difficulties they are facing. Lutheran Social Services
will be announcing a Capital Campaign.
Rev. Becky Senner presented Resolution 2.
Resolution #2
Recommendation: Do Pass
Action Taken: Adopted
Subject: LSS Campaign for Hope
Source: All Seven Conferences of the South Dakota Synod
WHEREAS, Hebrews 13:1 tells us to “Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect
to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without
knowing it”; and
WHEREAS, Lutheran Social Services has been offering hospitality to strangers
that is comforting and welcoming for nearly 100 years; and
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WHEREAS, LSS touched the lives of South Dakotans 52,001 times last year,
responding to the ever-changing needs of our communities, bringing solutions, people
and resources; and
WHEREAS, the “Campaign for Hope” will allow LSS to centralize its core
services on a campus-like setting in Sioux Falls. From this efficient hub, administrative
and program services will stretch to existing sites in Aberdeen, Brookings, Mitchell,
Rapid City, Watertown, Yankton, and every corner of our state. Space will be designed
to accommodate technology and expand telehealth services in mental health and chemical
dependency counseling to rural parts of the state; and
WHEREAS, The campus-like setting will improve access to services for clients
with multiple needs and would also allow LSS staff to work more collaboratively as a
result of closer proximity to each other. LSS chose a location that is accessible to those
who want to utilize our services; the new site is just a few blocks from the main transfer
station for the Sioux Falls bus system. The new location has adequate parking space and
is easily accessible; and
WHEREAS, the campus-like setting is the new permanent home for the LSS
Center for New Americans, the only refugee resettlement agency in South Dakota. The
space includes 7 classrooms to meet demand for community orientation classes, four
levels of English as a second language classes, customized vocational English classes,
and citizenship classes. The reception and waiting area provides a safe and welcoming
environment; and
WHEREAS, LSS has a long tradition of fiscal responsibility and of changing
services in response to the changing needs of communities across South Dakota. The
campus setting will allow a better utilization of our financial resources by eliminating
duplication of expenses on maintenance, energy usage, instructional technology,
classrooms and meeting spaces. As a result, relocating services to a campus setting will
allow at least $66,000 currently spent on annual operating costs to be allocated to direct
client services across the state; therefore be it
RESOLVED, that the South Dakota Synod Assembly celebrates the ministry of
Lutheran Social Services of South Dakota by affirming the “Campaign for Hope” and be
it further
RESOLVED, that congregations of the South Dakota Synod support the
“Campaign for Hope” through prayer, volunteer assistance and through a special
congregational campaign to be conducted in the next three years, starting in the fall of
2017; and be it finally
RESOLVED, that the South Dakota Synod Assembly authorize the Synod
Council to approve details of the campaign as it relates to congregations of the South
Dakota Synod.
Pastor Alan Langenfeld spoke in favor of the amendment.
MSC to adopt Resolution 2: LSS Campaign for Hope
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(yes: 303, no: 21)
SA.17.09
Rev. Becky Senner presented Resolution 10.
Resolution #10
Recommendation: Do Pass
Action Taken: Adopted
Subject: A Resolution Concerning Immigration
Source: Bear Butte Conference Assembly
WHEREAS, Lutherans in America have always been an immigrant church,
formalizing that status in 1939 with the creation of Lutheran Immigration Refugee
Service; and
WHEREAS, Lutherans in America have consistently sought to live out God’s
command to Israel found in Leviticus 19:34, “The stranger who resides with you shall be
to you as the citizen among you; you shall love the stranger as yourself, for you were
strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God” (RSV) as a response to God’s
love in Jesus Christ; and
WHEREAS, the crises of refugees continues throughout the world; and
WHEREAS, the 1969 statement of the Lutheran Council in the USA, found in
the ELCA’s Message on Immigration, adopted by the Church Council on November 16,
1998; reads as follows:
1. To admit to our permanent population a steady proportion of newcomers:
a. by facilitating the reunification of families;
b. by facilitating the entry of persons possessing special skills or other capacities
needed by the American economy and culture;
c. by assuming the United States’ proper share of international responsibility for
the resettlement of refugees and other persons urgently in need of the
compassionate haven of a new home land;
d. by admitting persons who choose the United States as their new homeland and
who impart to their American neighbors an understanding of the culture, attitude,
and interests of other races and peoples of the world
2. To admit annually a reasonable number of the persons described above on an objective
basis of selection which, while discriminating, will not be discriminatory with respect to
race, national origin, color, or religion, testifying thereby to the United States’
recognition of the interlocking and mutual interests of all nations with regard to the
migration of peoples, the interaction of cultures, and respect of universal human rights.
3. To provide reasonable access to nationality and citizenship for all immigrants admitted
for permanent residence.
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RESOLVED, that the South Dakota Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America affirms and encourages the member congregations to examine, promulgate
and support the objectives set forth in the 1969 statement of the Lutheran Council in the
USA, found in the ELCA’s Message on Immigration, adopted by the Church Council on
November 16, 1998.
Rev. Will Olson spoke in favor of the resolution.
Gene Bishop spoke in favor of the resolution.
MSC to adopt Resolution 10: A Resolution Concerning Immigration
(yes: 311, no: 15)
SA.17.10
MSC to elect Rev. Stephan Sandness to the Consultation Committee.
(unanimous ballot)
SA.17.11
Rev. Becky Senner presented Resolutions 3, 4 and 5 which were considered en bloc.
Resolutions #3, 4, 5
Recommendation: Do Pass
Action Taken: Adopted
Resolution 3
Subject: South Dakota Synod Constitution Amendments
Source: Synod Council
Background information: related to the report and recommendations of the Word and
Service Task Force, the 2016 ELCA Churchwide Assembly adopted constitutional
amendments necessary to unify the three lay rosters into one Ministry of Word and
Service. Additionally, the words “ordained minister/s”, and “clergy” were replaced with
minister/s of Word and Sacrament.
These amendments may be adopted by the Synod Assembly on a majority vote at one
assembly under +S18.12.
RESOLVED, the South Dakota Synod Council at the March 17, 2017, meeting
recommended to adopt, en bloc, with the exception of such amendments as may be
considered separately, the following amendments to the Constitution of the South Dakota
Synod.
S7.11.01.

The Synod Assembly of the South Dakota Synod of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America shall meet annually. The time and place of
the South Dakota Synod Assembly shall be determined by the Synod
Council. The time and place of the next regular assembly normally shall
be announced 12 months prior to the assembly.
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S7.22.

Retired ordained ministers, retired associates in ministry, retired
deaconesses, and retired diaconal ministers on the roster of this Synod
may serve as voting members of the Synod Assembly if they are elected
by their congregations and if the 60 percent minimum representation of
lay persons required by +S7.21. is satisfied.
All retired ordained ministers, all ordained ministers on leave from call, all
associates in ministry on leave from call or retired, all deaconesses of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America on leave from call or retired, and
all diaconal ministers of this church on leave from call or retired, all of
whose names appear on the rosters of this synod, shall have the privilege
of voice but not vote at all meetings of the Synod Assembly.
This synod may establish processes that permit retired rostered ministers,
or those designated as disabled, or on leave from call, on the roster of the
synod to serve as voting members of the Synod Assembly, consistent with
S7.21.c. If the synod does not establish processes to permit the rostered
ministers specified above to serve as voting members, they shall have
voice but not vote in the meetings of the Synod Assembly.

S7.24.

Ordained ministers Ministers under call on the rosters of this synod shall
remain as members of the Synod Assembly so long as they remain under
call and so long as their names appear on the rosters of ordained ministers
of this synod. Associates in ministry, deaconesses of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America, and diaconal ministers of this church serving
under call on the roster of this synod shall remain as members of the
Synod Assembly so long as they remain under call and so long as their
names appear on the official lay roster of this synod. Lay members of the
Synod Assembly representing congregations shall continue as such until
replaced by the election of new members or until they have been
disqualified by termination of membership. Normally, congregations will
hold elections prior to each regular meeting of the Synod Assembly.

S7.27.

This synod may establish processes through the Synod Council to grant an
ordained a minister of Word and Sacrament from a church body with
which a relationship of full communion has been declared and established
by the Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America the privilege of both voice and vote in the Synod Assembly
during the period of that ordained minister’s service in a congregation of
this church.

S8.55.

Should the vice president, secretary, or treasurer die, resign, or be unable
to serve, the bishop, with the approval of the Executive Committee of the
Synod Council, shall arrange for the appropriate care of the
responsibilities of the officer until an election of a new officer can be held,
or, in the case of temporary disability, until the officer is able to serve
again. The term of the successor officer, elected by the next Synod
Assembly, shall be four years. If the treasurer is appointed by the Synod
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Council, the Synod Council shall appoint a new treasurer to a four year
term.
S10.03.

The functions of the Synod Council shall be to:
…
d.
Provide for an annual review of the roster of ordained ministers
and of other official rosters Ministers of Word and Sacrament and
the roster of Ministers of Word and Service, receive and act upon
and make appropriate recommendations regarding those persons
whose status is subject to reconsideration and action under the
constitution and bylaws of Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America, and make a report to the Synod Assembly of the Synod
Council's actions in this regard.
e.
Issue letters of call to ordained rostered ministers and letters of
call to associates in ministry, deaconesses, and diaconal ministers
as authorized by Chapter 7 of the constitution and bylaws of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
…

S11.11.

This synod shall in its bylaws or by continuing resolution establish
a process to ensure that the members of its committees and other
organizational units will be persons possessing the necessary knowledge
and competence to be effective members of such units, and to meet the
requirements of +S6.04. With the exception of ordained ministers on the
rosters of this synod who reside outside the territory of this synod, each
member of a committee of this synod, or any other organizational unit
created by this synod, shall be a confirmed voting member of a
congregation of this synod.

S13.11.

When a pastor or when an associate in ministry, deaconess, or
diaconal rostered minister resigns, the Congregation Council shall receive
the letter of resignation, report it to the congregation, and at once notify
the bishop of this synod.

S13.12.

A congregation under financial obligation to its former pastor or
associate in ministry, deaconess, or diaconal rostered minister shall make
satisfactory settlement of the obligation before calling a successor.

S14.0313.

The pastor (a)shall be responsible for keep accurate parochial records of
all baptisms, confirmations, marriages, burials, communicants, members
received, members dismissed, or members excluded from the
congregation, and(b) shall submit a summary of such statistics annually to
this synod. The pastor shall be a member of the congregation that has
extended the letter of call. If a pastor serves more than one congregation,
the pastor shall hold membership in one of the congregations, and (c) shall
become a member of the congregation upon receipt and acceptance of the
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letter of call. In a parish of multiple congregations, the pastor shall hold
membership in one of the congregations.

S14.0414.

Whenever members of a congregation move to such a distance that regular
attendance at its services becomes impractical, it shall be the duty of the
pastor to commend them, upon their consent, to the pastoral care of a
Lutheran congregation nearer to their place of residence.

S14.0515.

Each ordained minister of Word and Sacrament on the roll roster of this
synod shall submit a report of his or her ministry to the bishop of this
synod at least 90 days prior to each regular meeting of the Synod
Assembly.

S14.1217.

No ordained minister of Word and Sacrament shall accept a call without
first conferring with the bishop of this synod. An ordained minister of
Word and Sacrament shall respond with an answer of acceptance or
declination to a letter of call within 30 days of receipt of such call. In
exceptional circumstances with the approval of the bishop of this synod
and the chair of the Congregation Council of the congregation issuing the
call, an additional 15 days may be granted to respond to a letter of call.

S14.2125.

All ordained ministers of Word and Sacrament under a call shall attend
meetings of the Synod Assembly, and the pastors of congregations shall
also attend the meetings of the conference, cluster, coalition, or other area
subdivision to which the congregation belongs.

S14.33.

The minister of Word and Service shall become a member of the
congregation upon receipt and acceptance of the letter of call. In a parish
of multiple congregations, the minister of Word and Service shall hold
membership in one of the congregations.

S14.34.

Each minister of Word and Service on the roster of this synod shall submit
a report of his or her ministry to the bishop of the synod at least 90 days
prior to each regular meeting of the Synod Assembly.

S14.42.

No minister of Word and Service shall accept a call without first
conferring with the bishop of this synod. A minister of Word and Service
shall respond with an answer of acceptance or declination to a letter of call
within 30 days of receipt of such call. In exceptional circumstances with
the approval of the bishop of this synod and the chair of the Congregation
Council of the congregation issued the call, an additional 15 days may be
granted to respond to a letter of call.

S14.47.

All ministers of Word and Service under a call shall attend meetings of the
Synod Assembly, and the ministers of Word and Service of congregations
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shall also attend the meetings of the conference, cluster, coalition, or other
area subdivision to which the congregation belongs.
Resolution 4
Subject: South Dakota Synod Constitution Amendments 2
Source: Synod Council
The following constitutional amendments are recommended to reflect the ELCA Model
Constitution for Synods.
These amendments may be adopted by the Synod Assembly on a majority vote at one
assembly without presentation at a prior Synod Assembly under +S18.12.
RESOLVED, the South Dakota Synod Council at the March 17, 2017, meeting
recommended to adopt, en bloc, with the exception of such amendments as may be
considered separately, the following amendments to the Constitution of the South Dakota
Synod.
S7.26.

This synod may establish processes through the Synod Council that permit
representatives of authorized mission settings formed with the intent of
becoming chartered congregations under development and authorized
worshiping communities of this synod, which have been authorized under
ELCA bylaw 10.02.03., to serve as voting members of the Synod
Assembly, consistent with +S7.21. Authorized worshiping communities,
acknowledged under criteria, polices, and procedures approved by the
Church Council of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, shall
accept and adhere to the Confession of Faith and Statement of Purpose of
this church, shall be served by leadership under the criteria of this church,
and shall be subject to the discipline of this church.

S8.42.

The treasurer shall provide and be accountable for:
…
f.
Giving of corporate surety Obtaining a fidelity bond in the amount
determined by the Synod Council for persons handling synod
funds, which bond shall be in the custody of the secretary., and t
The premium for it the bond shall be paid by this synod. Fidelity
coverage provided by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
shall be deemed a fulfillment of this requirement.

S9.05.

The Nominating Committee shall nominate at least two one persons for
vice president; additional nominations may be made from the floor.

S9.06.

The Nominating Committee shall nominate at least two one persons for
secretary; additional nominations may be made from the floor.

S9.07.

The Synod Council shall nominate two one persons for treasurer;
additional nominations may be made from the floor.
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S9.08.

In all elections, except for the bishop, the names of the two persons
receiving the highest number of legal votes, but not elected by a majority
of the legal votes cast on a preceding ballot, shall be entered on the next
ballot to the number of two for each vacancy unfilled. On any ballot when
only two names appear, a majority of the legal votes cast shall be
necessary for election.

S9.09.

The result of each ballot in every election shall be announced in detail to
the assembly and printed in detail.

Resolution 5
Subject: South Dakota Synod Bylaw Amendments
Source: Synod Council
Background information: related to the report and recommendations of the Word and
Service Task Force, the 2016 ELCA Churchwide Assembly adopted constitutional
amendments necessary to unify the three lay rosters into one Ministry of Word and
Service. Additionally, the words “ordained minister/s”, “clergy”, and “pastor/s” were
replaced with minister/s of Word and Sacrament. The recommendation is to change these
terms in the bylaws.
Bylaw amendments may be adopted at any meeting of the Synod Assembly by a twothirds vote of voting members of the assembly present and voting per +S18.21.
RESOLVED, the South Dakota Synod Council at the March 17, 2017, meeting
recommended to adopt, en bloc, with the exception of such amendments as may be
considered separately, the following amendments to the Bylaws of the South Dakota
Synod.
S7.13.01.

Notice of the date, time and place of the meeting of the Synod Assembly
shall be published in official publications established by this Synod or
mailed to the ordained ministers, Associates in Ministry, deaconesses
rostered ministers of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, and
diaconal ministers, under call, on the official lay rosters of this synod and
congregations, not less than 90 days before the meeting of the Assembly.

S7.40.21.

Prior to the Synod Assembly, the Synod Bishop shall appoint three
ordained ministers of Word and Sacrament and three laypersons to an
Election Committee to supervise elections and announce the results to the
Synod Assembly.

S9.01.10.a.

The Synod Assembly shall elect the 21 members of the Synod Council
upon nominations from the conferences for four-year terms with no
consecutive reelection, providing for one ordained minister of Word and
Sacrament, one lay woman and one lay man from each conference.
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S9.01.11.

This Synod shall elect persons to serve on the Board of Directors of
Lutheran Social Services of South Dakota as follows: each conference
elect one layperson, the SD Synod Assembly elect two laypersons and
four clergy rostered ministers.

S11.01.41.

This synod shall establish a Candidacy Committee composed of the
Bishop or the Bishop’s designate, the seminary representative appointed
by the churchwide Program Unit for Vocation and Education, four at-large
members, one Associate in Ministry or Diaconal Minister minister of
Word and Service and one pastor minister of Word and Sacrament
ordained from the TEEM program appointed by the Bishop, and one
representative elected from each of the seven conferences of this synod. At
least five members shall be lay persons. The Candidacy Committee shall
reflect as much as possible a balance of gender and race and include one
or more youth/young adult members. The length of term or appointment
to the committee shall be five years with provisions for a second term.
Terms/appointments shall be staggered so that only a portion of the
Candidacy Committee membership changes in a given year.
...
The Committee for Support to Ministries shall be composed of the Bishop,
the Assistants to the Bishop, and two persons, one lay person and one
ordained ministers of Word and Sacrament, elected by each conference.
Conference elected members shall serve four-year terms with no
consecutive election. Vacancies of conference elected members shall be
filled by the conference in which the vacancy occurs.

S11.01.51.

The Committee for Support to Ministries shall:
a.

Assist congregations in calling of pastors ministers of Word and
Sacrament and the placement of associates in ministry ministers of
Word and Service.

b.

Assist in carrying out the responsibilities assigned to the bishop in
+S8.12.c., +S8.12.i., +S14.11., S14.12., and S14.18.; and to this
synod in +S6.03.a. and +S6.03a.(3) and in 9.21.a. and 9.21.a.(4) of
the ELCA constitution.

c.

Designate the ordained ministers of Word and Sacrament of this
board to serve as deans of their respective conferences. Duties of
the dean include providing information about pastors’ availability
for call from the conference and representing the bishop at
installations in the conference and other duties the bishop may
assign.

…
S11.01.61

The Evangelical Outreach Committee shall be composed of the Director of
Evangelical Mission, and two persons, one lay person and one ordained
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minister of Word and Sacrament, elected by each conference, and up to
five additional members appointed by the Bishop. Conference elected
members shall serve three-year terms with provision for a second term.
Vacancies of conference elected members shall be filled by the conference
in which the vacancy occurs in consultation with the Director of
Evangelical Mission. Each conference is encouraged to seek members
representing a diversity of backgrounds and cultures.
…
S11.02.21.

The Consultation Committee shall consist of six persons, of whom three
shall be ordained ministers of Word and Sacrament, and shall be elected
by the Synod Assembly for terms of six years without consecutive
reelection. (ref. ELCA Chapter 20)

S11.03.31.

The Synod Assembly shall elect six ordained ministers of Word and
Sacrament and six laypersons for terms of six years without consecutive
reelection as the Synod Committee on Discipline. (ref. ELCA Chapter 20)

S12.01.13.

Each conference shall have a president and a dean and such other officers
as it chooses. The Dean of the Conference must be an ordained minister
of Word and Sacrament; the other officers may be laypersons.

MSC to adopt Resolutions 3, 4, 5: Synod Constitution Amendments
(voice vote)
SA.17.12
Rev. Becky Senner presented Resolution 6.

Resolution #6
Recommendation: Do Pass
Action Taken: Adopted
Subject: South Dakota Synod Bylaw Amendments 2
Source: Synod Council
The following bylaw amendments are recommended to reflect current practice.
Bylaw amendments may be adopted at any meeting of the Synod Assembly by a twothirds vote of voting members of the assembly present and voting per +S18.21.
RESOLVED, the South Dakota Synod Council at the March 17, 2017, meeting
recommended to adopt, en bloc, with the exception of such amendments as may be
considered separately, the following amendments to the Bylaws of the South Dakota
Synod.
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S9.01.12.

The Synod Assembly shall elect persons to serve on the Board of
Directors of the Association of Christian Churches in South Dakota. The
term of office shall be three years, with eligibility for one consecutive
reelection.

S9.01.13.

Members of the Region 3 Steering Committee shall be appointed by the
Synod Council according to the Region 3 Orders of Governance and
rotation for representation defined by the Steering Committee.

S10.07.14.

The Synod Council shall organize itself into Mission Boards.

S10.07.20.
S10.07.21.

Mission Board for Congregational Ministries
The Mission Board for Congregational Ministries (MBCM) shall receive
information and requests from Churchwide and from within this Synod.
The MBCM shall assign tasks and coordinate the response to or
development of any programs relating to these areas:
1. Programmatic Ministries of the Church (worship, education,
evangelism, youth, etc.)
2. Ministry in Daily Life
3. Rural Ministry

S10.07.30.
S10.07.31.

Mission Board for Outreach
The Mission Board for Outreach (MBO) shall receive information and
requests from Churchwide and from within the Synod. The MBO shall
assign tasks and coordinate the response to or development of any
programs relating to these areas:
1. American Missions; Mission Partners
2. Global Missions
3. Church and Society Issues (hunger, peace and justice, etc.)
4. Stewardship

S10.07.40.
S10.07.41.

Mission Board for Leadership
The Mission Board for Leadership (MBL) shall receive information and
requests from Churchwide and from within this synod. The MBL shall
assign tasks and coordinate the response to or development of any
programs relating to these areas:
1. Call Process
2. Candidacy
3. Continuing Education and Leadership Support
4. Ecumenical Ministry

S11.01.11.

The Executive Committee shall consist of the Synod Bishop, the Synod
Vice President, the Synod Secretary, the Synod Treasurer, the vice chair of
the Synod Council, and the chairs of the Synod Council Mission
Boardsthree members at large, elected by the Synod Council from its own
membership for terms of one year.
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S11.03.30.
S11.03.34.

Committee on Discipline
The Executive Committee of theSynod Council shall designate the chair of
the committee every other yearas needed.

MSC to adopt Resolution 6: South Dakota Synod Bylaw Amendments 2
(yes: 312, no: 6)
SA.17.13
Rev. Becky Senner presented Resolution 7.
Resolution #7
Recommendation: Do Pass
Action Taken: Adopted
Subject: South Dakota Synod Continuing Resolution Amendments
Source: Synod Council
Continuing resolutions may be adopted or amended by a majority vote of the Synod
Assembly under +S18.31
RESOLVED, the South Dakota Synod Council at the March 17, 2017, meeting
recommended to adopt, en bloc, with the exception of such amendments as may be
considered separately, the following amendments to the Continuing Resolutions of the
South Dakota Synod.
S7.21.B02

Ordained MinistersRostered ministers of Word and Sacramentfrom
a church body with which a relationship of full communion has
been declared and established by a Churchwide Assembly of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America shall be granted the
privilege of both voice and vote in the Synod Assembly during the
period of called or contracted service in a congregation of this
synod, in accord with ELCA churchwide bylaw 8.72.12.

S7.21.C02

ELCA pastorsRostered ministers of Word and Sacrament serving
as interim pastors, under contract to a congregation of this synod,
shall be granted the privilege of both voice and vote in the Synod
Assembly during the period of contracted service in a
congregation of this synod.

S7.21.D02

Licensed LaySynodically Authorized Ministers (SAMs)certified by
the South Dakota Synod, under contract to a congregation of this
synod, shall be granted the privilege of both voice and vote, as an
additional lay member, in the Synod Assembly during the period of
contracted service in a congregation of this synod.
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S9.04.A13

Process of Identifying Potential Nominees Leading to the Election
of a Bishop
1.
An incumbent bishop shall announce to the Synod Council
whether he or she is willing to serve a subsequent term. Such
announcement shall take place no later than the Synod Council
meeting the fall prior to the Synod Assembly during which a
bishop is to be elected.
2. The processes for identifying potential nominees for Bishop and
election of a Bishop shall apply for all elections of a Bishop.
3. The Synod Council shall arrange for a synod study to be
completed by the Synod Council meeting the fall prior to the
beginning of the election process. The synod study shall be
distributed to rostered membersministers and congregations of
the synod six months prior to the election, providing guidance
throughout this synod as potential nominees for bishop are
identified.
4.

At the assembly of each conference prior to the election of a
bishop, held no later than 75 days prior to Synod Assembly, the
voting members will be asked to use the synod study document
to guide conversation regarding the gifts desirable and
necessary in a bishop.

5. At the same conference assembly, the voting members will be
asked to identify currently rostered ELCA pastorscurrent
rostered ELCA ministers of Word and Sacrament whom the
voting members believe have gifts desirable in a bishop.
Identified pastors do not need to be members of the conference
or of the South Dakota Synod. All ELCA pastors are
encouraged to give permission to be considered in the
discernment process.
6. The names of pastorsministers of Word and Sacrament
identified by conference assemblies will be forwarded to the
Bishop Election Committee on the day of the conference
assembly.
7. The Bishop Election Committee will contact the individuals
identified by the conferences to confirm their willingness to
have their names included as possessing gifts for the office of
bishop. If these individuals reaffirm their willingness to be so
identified, the Bishop Election Committee will facilitate their
completion of a biographical information form. The potential
nominees are to submit these completed forms to the Bishop
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Election Committee within ten days of the conference
assembly.
8.

Forty-five days before the Synod Assembly begins the names
and biographical information of the potential nominees for the
office of bishop identified by the conferences will be posted on
the synod website.

9. While these individuals are identified as potential nominees for
the office of bishop, the South Dakota Synod will use the
ecclesiastical ballot in which the name of any ELCA
ordainedrostered minister of Word and Sacrament may be
placed in nomination on the first ballot. Any person identified
as a potential nominee must still be nominated on the first
ballot by a voting member at the assembly.
10. The Synod Assembly will adopt Rules of Procedure for the
Election of a Bishop based upon the ecclesiastical ballot as
required by the South Dakota Synod Constitution.
S9.04.B13

Rules for the Procedure for the Election of a Bishop
1. In accordance with the South Dakota Synod Constitution, the
election of a bishop shall be by ecclesiastical ballot. There
shall be no spoken nominations from the floor.
2. Any ordainedELCA rostered minister of Word and
Sacramentin the ELCA is eligible for nomination for bishop. A
valid ballot is to contain the nominee’s full name and any other
applicable identifying information. All registered voting
members of the South Dakota Synod Assembly shall be eligible
to cast a ballot.
3. Three-fourths of the legal votes cast on the first ballot shall be
necessary for the election of a bishop.
4. If no election occurs, the first ballot is the nominating ballot.
This ballot becomes the total slate of nominees. The Bishop
Election Committee will attempt to contact all nominees
identified on the first ballot.
5. ClergyMinisters of Word and Sacrament who are nominated on
the nominating ballot and desire that their name be retained on
subsequent ballots shall submit a complete biographical form
to the Bishop Election Committee. This may be done
electronically for candidates not present.
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6. ClergyMinisters of Word and Sacrament nominated on the first
ballot shall have the right to withdraw their names from
subsequent ballots before the casting of the second ballot. A
form requesting the name to be withdrawn must be secured
from and returned to the Bishop Election Committee by (insert
time and day). This may be done electronically or via phone for
candidates not present.
7. On the second and all subsequent ballots, the order of listing of
the nominees on the ballot shall be from the greatest number of
ballots cast to the least. Ties shall be listed alphabetically.
Three-fourths of the legal votes cast on the second ballot shall
be necessary for election.
8.

Following the report of the second ballot, biographical data
for the seven nominees (plus ties) who receive the greatest
number of ballots cast on the second ballot shall be available
to all voting members. Background checks will be conducted
for all nominees, to be reviewed by the Bishop Election
Committee.

9. Before the casting of the third ballot, the seven nominees (plus
ties) who receive the greatest number of ballots cast on the
second ballot shall be invited to the stage and be introduced by
name to the members of the assembly. There shall be no
applause before, during, or after each individual introduction.
After time has been allotted for all voting members to review
the biographical information of the seven nominees (plus ties)
will be invited to address the assembly on a subject of their
own choosing, with each speech limited to five minutes. If any
such person is not present at the assembly, the individual, if
possible, may designate an alternate to speak on her or his
behalfmay address the assembly in real time via audio or
audiovisual means.A time keeper shall indicate to the speaker
when 30 seconds remain of the allocated time and when the
allocated time has elapsed. The sequence of the speeches shall
be determined by lot. There shall be no applause before,
during, or after individual speeches; only after all have spoken
is there to be such affirmation. There shall be ten minutes’ time
allotted after these speeches for voting members to engage in
prayer, reflection on the speeches, and informal conversation
with other voting members before the third ballot is cast.
10.

Two-thirds of the legal votes cast shall be necessary for
election on the third ballot.
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11.

Prior to the fourth ballot for synod bishop, the three
persons (plus ties) who received the greatest number of votes
on the third ballot will be invited to participate in a questionand-answer period. The period shall be moderated by the
designated presider for the election process. The same five
questions shall be asked of each of the nominees. Only one
nominee shall be in the assembly room at a time. The order
that the nominees shall appear on stage to answer the
questions shall be determined by the draw of name. Each
nominee shall have a maximum of two minutes to respond to
each question. If any nominee is not present at the assembly,
that individual, if possible, may designate an alternate to
answer on her or his behalfmay address the assembly in real
time via audio or audiovisual means. A time keeper will
indicate to the speaker when 30 seconds remain of the allotted
time and when the allotted time has ended. The time for the
question-and-answer period shall be a maximum of 45 minutes.
There shall be no applause before, during, or after each
answer; only after the question-and-answer period has come to
an end is there to be such affirmation.
Questions to be asked shall be determined by the Bishop
Election Committee. Any voting member of the Synod Assembly
may submit questions in a process determined by the Bishop
Election Committee by (list date, day, and time certain for the
deadline).

12. Prior to the casting of the fourth ballot, there will be time for
prayer, reflection on the speeches, and informal conversation
with other voting members. Sixty percent of the legal votes cast
shall be necessary for election on the fourth ballot.
13. On ballots after the fourth ballot, the ballots shall be limited to
the two nominees (plus ties) who receive the greatest number of
votes cast.
14. On all subsequent ballots a majority of the legal votes cast
shall be necessary for election.
15. The results of each ballot shall be announced to the assembly.
S11.01.B12

The Multi-cultural Committee
The Multi-cultural Committee shall be composed of the Director of
Evangelical Mission, and two persons, one lay person and one
ordained minister of Word and Sacrament, elected by each
conference, and up to five additional members appointed by the
Bishop. Conference elected members shall serve three-year terms
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with provision for a second term. Vacancies of conference elected
members shall be filled by the conference in which the vacancy
occurs in consultation with the Director of Evangelical Mission.
Each conference is encouraged to seek members representing a
diversity of backgrounds and cultures.
…
S11.11.A90

At least 30 days prior to the time of conference or synod
assemblies, the Nominating Committee shall determine and notify
the conference or Synod Assembly which elected positions, other
than Bishop, shall become vacant. They shall determine which
conferences or at-large positions shall be represented by which
categories (layman, laywoman, ordained personminister of Word
and Sacrament) to maintain the elected positions in compliance
with this Constitution and Bylaws especially +S6.04, and to
provide for alternating categories being elected by any conference.

MSC to adopt Resolution 7: South Dakota Synod Continuing Resolution
Amendments
(voice vote)
SA.17.14
Rev. Becky Senner presented Resolution 11.
Resolution #11
Recommendation: Do Pass
Action Taken: Adopted
Subject: 2018 Compensation and Guidelines for Rostered Ministers and Lay Staff
Source: Committee for Support to Ministries and its Compensation Task Force
RESOLVED, that the “2018 Compensation and Guidelines for Rostered
Ministers and Lay Staff,” prepared by a task force for the Committee for Support to
Ministries and recommended by the committee for adoption, be adopted as the policy of
the South Dakota Synod by the 2017 South Dakota Synod Assembly.
Rev. Steve Martins spoke to the resolution which includes a 3% increase.
MSC to adopt Resolution 11: 2018 Compenation and Guidelines for Rostered
Ministers and Lay Staff
(yes: 288, no: 24)
SA.17.15
Bishop Zellmer introduced clergy that are new to South Dakota: Rev. Michael De Kraai,
St. John’s, Webster; Rev. Lynnae Sorensen, Hope Lutheran, Sioux Falls; Rev. Cheryl
Matthews, Trinity, Estelline; Rev. Eric Ohrtman, Messiah New Hope, Sioux Falls; and
Rev. Chris Zuraff, Gloria Dei, Sioux Falls.
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Bishop Zellmer introduced the second Reformation Moment. A short video was viewed
on the Lord’s Supper and discussion was held with the Assembly members visiting with
their neighbors.
Rev. Erika Lehmann on behalf of ELCA World Hunger presented the Holy Cow awards.
The congregations of St. John’s Lutheran, Bancroft and Our Savior’s Lutheran, Sioux
Falls were this year’s recipients.
Rev. Lynnae Sorensen approached the assembly to ask how to find the new model
constitution to use in churches. Rev. Wm. Chris Boerger answered her question on how
to find the information on the ELCA website. Bishop Zellmer encouraged all
congregations to update their constitutions.
A voting member from Vermillion asked about the rules of conformity. Rev. Wm. Chris
Boerger answered his question also.
Rev. Renae Boehmer was introduced as new clergy at Peace Lutheran.
The session closed with table prayer and the evening meal was served.
Those celebrating rostered ministry anniversaries were recognized.
25th: Rev. Anna Peck, Rev. April Peterson
50th: Rev. Emil Greiner, Rev. K Duane Larson, Rev. Leon Schulz, Rev. Richard Foster,
Rev. Ronald Beckman
55th: Rev. August Borchardt, Rev. Don Salberg, Rev. Richard Peterson
60th: Rev. George Nielson, Rev. James Hanson, Rev. LeRoy Flagstad, Rev. Martin
Haase
65th: Rev. Robert Raabe
Those who have retired were recognized: Rev. Janice FitzGibbon, Rev. Dennis Fonkert,
Rev. George Gehant, Rev. Terrance Knudson, Rev. Mary Anne Nelson-Loefke, Rev.
Anna Peck, Rev. Peter Strommen
Bishop Zellmer’s family was introduced.
The Assembly recognized the completion of the mission for St. Peter Lutheran Church,
Madison and First Lutheran, Wakonda. Several of the congregational members were
present.
Molly Beck Dean, Director for the ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston, TX, was
introduced and presented the Keynote Address.
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June 3, 2017
The Mission Prayer Breakfast was held in the fellowship space at Gloria Dei Lutheran
Church. Synod missionaries Solofo and Joely Rakatoariveto and Sergio Rios Carrillo
were the guest speakers.
Morning worship with Holy Communion was held in the sanctuary at Gloria Dei
Lutheran Church with Bishop Zellmer presiding and Molly Beck Dean, preaching. Rev.
Wm. Chris Boerger welcomed the Deacons as ministers of Word and Service. There
were 16 present to be recognized. Synod Council officers and members were installed.
MSC to recess as the South Dakota Synod Assembly
SA.17.16
Lutheran Outdoors conducted their annual meeting.
MSC to reconvene and return as the South Dakota Synod Assembly
SA.17.17

PLENARY SESSION FOUR
Rev. Greg Johnson led devotions.
Rev. Paul Hanson, Luther Seminary, on behalf of Lutheran Planned Giving celebrated the
ministry of Kurt Osborne and Jim Schade.
Annette Shoemaker from Churchwide addressed the Assembly on the succession plan for
the position with Lutheran Planned Giving in South Dakota. She announced that Kathy
McHenry was hired as the new gift planner.
The Listen! God is Calling Appeal was celebrated with a total raised to date of
$3,551,598.91.
Rev. Bob Hansen thanked Senator Tim Johnson and Barb Johnson for serving as
honorary chairpersons to the campaign. Marilyn Greene was recognized for her time and
commitment as the appeal coordinator. Rev. Bruce Thalacker spoke to the building
projects at Woyatan. Funds from the Listen! God is Calling Campaign are assisting with
current projects. It was promised to tithe the campaign, $22,000 was presented to
Luther Seminary and $45,000 was presented to the Campaign for the ELCA “Always
Being Made New”.
Rev. Sarah Goldammer, Credentials Committee reported: 380 total voting (112 clergy,
163 female lay voting, 105 lay voting male) at 10:25 am on June 3, 2017.
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Offering received was $5,974.62, which will be directed to building project at the
seminary in Meiganga, Cameroon.

Treasurer Erik Gilbertson presented the 2018 mission plan.

INCOME
MISSION SUPPORT FROM CONGREGATIONS
Program Ministry Income
Pine Ridge Ministry Income
Other Income Streams
SD Synod Mission Support
DEM Support Staff
Interest Income
SDS Transportation LLC Income
SDS Transportation/Plane Income
Misc Income
TOTAL INCOME

Proposed
2018
$1,735,238

45,000
49,152
10,000
7,500
12,900
25,000
503
$1,885,293

EXPENSES
CHURCHWIDE MISSION
Mission Support to ELCA
% of Mission Support
Region III
SHARED MINISTRIES
South Dakota Sustained Ministries
Campus Ministry
Campus Ministry Capital
Lutheran Planned Giving
Heartland Ephphatha
Lutheran Youth Organization
South Dakota Supported Ministries
SD Ministries Support
Luther Seminary
Lutheran Social Services

Proposed
2018
$780,857
45.0%
9,700

123,658
1,030
57,839
6,067
3,605
22,118
70,127
70,127
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Lutherans Outdoors
Church Colleges
Association of Christian Churches
Chapel in the Hills
Good Samaritan Society
Total Shared Ministries

SOUTH DAKOTA SYNOD MINISTRIES
Staff Leadership
Bishop
Associate Tesch
Associate Marone
Bishop/Associate Benefits
SDS Travel
Bishop/Assistants Travel & Cont Ed
Program Ministries
Native American Ministry
Synod Youth Ministry Coordinator
Companion Synod Coordinator
Support Staff and Office
Support Staff Salaries/Benefits
Resource Center Supplies
Synod Office Expenses
Augustana University
Synod Leadership
Synod Council
Support to Ministries Committee
Candidacy Committee
Electronic Communications
Multicultural Ministry Committee
Companion Synods Ministry Committee
Evangelical Outreach Committee
Mission Strategy Committee
Ministry Projects
Stewardship Project
Continuing Education Projects
Outreach Ministries
Multicultural Center/Woyatan
Mission Congregation Start-up
Companion Synods

34,974
6,067
1
1
$395,614
Proposed
2018

$111,322
12,746
83,101
75,299
34,899
18,800
73,124
15,234
11,578
144,819
250
57,528
19,689
4,500
2,600
4,500
1,500
1,700
500
1,500
2,000
500
250
15,000
4,000
500
2017 South Dakota Synod Assembly
Page 27 of 28

Contingency
Subtotal SD Synod Ministries
Total Expense
Net Total

1,683
$699,122
$1,885,293
0

MSC to adopt the 2018 Mission Plan
(yes: 263, no: 5)
SA.17.18

The Assembly thanked the staff of Gloria Dei Lutheran Church for hosting the 2017
Synod Assembly. Thank you was also given to the Synod staff, Dakota Road, to the
planning committee, and Molly Beck Dean and Rev. Wm. Chris Boerger.
Bishop Zellmer led the Closing of the Assembly.
The South Dakota Synod Assembly was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,

Susan Leddy
South Dakota Synod Secretary
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