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And the peace of God, which 

surpasses all understanding,  

will guard your hearts  

     and your minds in Jesus Christ. 

 Philippians 4:7 

 Your Synodical Board met on October 19 in 

Watertown to begin the plans for our 2018 convention at 

Abbey of the Hills on June 28, 29 & 30, 2018. We will be 

hosted by the women of the Prairie Couteau Conference 

and are hoping many, many of you will be able to join us 

for a weekend of learning, fellowship, sharing, and 

PEACE while “Discovering God’s Peace.” Please plan to 

attend and bring a car full! 

 We are also planning to return to a separate time for 

conference boards to work together with us in a leadership 

workshop atmosphere. Dates and place are not yet set in 

stone, so please watch for communications about this.  

 One item on which I especially want to focus is 

studying and updating the constitutions at the synodical 

and conference levels so leaders in the conferences can 

return and encourage and guide the local units in updating 

their constitutions. In many cases, changes have been 

made in common practice that, were we to look carefully 

at the constitution as it stands, are not the stated practice. If 

we want to be able to pass the reins of the organization to 

the next generation, they will want, need, and deserve 

established guidelines. I urge conference leaders to begin 

looking at these, beginning with the churchwide 

constitution.  

 You can find model constitutions and outlines of 

changes made at recent Triennial Conventions. You’ll find 

these at https://www.womenoftheelca.org/resources . 
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PRESIDENT 
Glenda Ofstehage 

 I pray for each of you, especially as we draw near to 

the season of Advent—a season I like to lean into and 

absorb fully. I like to focus especially during this season 

on drawing apart from the hustle and bustle of holiday 

preparations and draw near to God in prayer and study.  

 This year, I am making large counted cross stitch 

stockings for each of my five grandchildren. (I’ll let their 

parents worry about filling them, as they are quite large.) 

Each stocking includes about 16,000 stitches, so I have 

started my “Advent” season early, and stitch in a prayer 

for the child whose stocking it will be with each stitch I 

make. It is a simple thing to do, but I find that when I 

focus for the few minutes each day I work on them on that 

child and his/her place in the Family of God, I am putting 

my most treasured earthly relationships into the hands and 

heart of God. I would encourage each of you to find time 

to include a time of spiritual discipline in each day and all 

you do. 

God’s Peace to you! 

    Glenda 

WELCA is dead. 

 We’ve all heard that, time and again. 

 We’ve all almost believed that too, time and again, 

especially when we’ve done our very best to make 

meetings exciting and inviting and energizing…. and no 

one comes. 

 Maybe WELCA needs to die. Maybe that’s a good 

thing? 

 Let me explain. As Lutherans we hearken back to our 

baptism for everything. Unlike those who practice a 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Nancy Rieke 

https://www.womenoftheelca.org/resources


Information updates needed 

Unit Secretaries -  please submit the names and address 

information of your unit officers to your Conference 

secretaries. This information is recorded in a database at 

churchwide. It is critical to keep this database current. Our 

Editor, Lilah Gillis, uses this address information when 

sending out the South Dakota Synodical W/ELCA 

newsletter.  

Conference Secretaries – please send me the information 

you receive from your unit secretaries. After your fall 

conferences, please send the updated list of your 

conference officers.  

Please contact me if you have any questions. 

Thank you, unit and conference secretaries, for all your 

work in keeping these files current. 

Blessings, 

    Lynn 

 SECRETARY 

Lynn Pohlman 
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believer’s baptism, we believe the Bible teaches that 

baptism is a gift, a gift from God, a gift that signifies a 

new life and a new birth. In other words, just as we 

didn’t choose to be born, we don’t choose to be re-born. 

We are chosen. 

 Although our new identity totally relies on God’s 

choosing and God’s giving, Luther writes that “the old 

creature in us...is to…die through daily repentance, and 

that…daily a new person is to come forth and arise up to 

live before God in righteousness and purity forever.” 

Luther calls this death repentance. 

 What does that mean for WELCA? I think God has 

chosen us for a very important ministry but that, just like 

individuals, an organization also needs to examine, 

repent, and die daily, so that through Christ it can be 

reborn. We need to repent of our selfishness and our 

control and our fear. We need to remember that the only 

reason we exist is for others, and we need to follow our 

Lord’s example and sacrifice our wants and our needs 

for them. 

 So what do these others need? Why, the answer is 

simple and timeless: they need to be freed. As Lutheran 

Pastor Martin Marty writes, “It frustrates me to observe 

fellow Lutherans unnecessarily carrying the weight of 

yesterday's wrongs and burdening themselves with 

worries over tomorrow. Jesus would have none of either, 

nor would Luther, nor should I.”  

 We know young mothers need to hear words of 

encouragement. We know older women need to hear 

words of love, and those of us in the middle? I’m not 

sure about you, but I need to hear words of forgiveness, 

for the years are too quickly sliding by and I’ve messed 

up so many. 

Lutheran World Relief/Global Health Tour  
Thursday and Friday, July 26-27, 2018  

Approximately $130. Includes bus & hotel  

 

Thursday - Leave Sioux Falls, SD  

Visit Lutheran World Relief  

Evening attend theater play & hotel stay  

Friday - Tour Global Health Ministries  

 

Call Jan Anderson 605-529-5387 or e-mail pjand@alliancecom.net  

 Please, say yes. Synod WELCA needs quite a few 

officers this year: Vice President, Treasurer, two at-large 

members and two to serve on the nominating committee. 

Give me a call, shoot me an email or visit with one of your 

local officers; we’d love to visit with you about serving as a 

Synod WELCA officer. 

    Nancy 
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Enter into His gates with thanksgiving,  

and into His courts with praise:  

be thankful unto Him, and bless His name.      

Psalm 100:4 

 November is the month that WELCA Units take a 

Thankoffering. This can be done at your WELCA 

meeting, or your circle meetings or during your 

worship service one Sunday.  

 The Thankoffering service is a tradition started in 

the 1800's, when Christian women formed “mite” or 

“cent” societies to support the mission of the church. 

This tradition was voted upon to continue when the 

Women of the ELCA was formed 31 years ago. We 

commit to continue this tradition of giving in gratitude 

for blessings.  

 Your Thankoffering is to be remitted on Form B 

and sent to the address on the form to Merrifield, VA. 

 A copy of the Thankoffering service was in the fall 

issue of the Interchange, or can be downloaded from  

www.womenoftheelca.org. Go to Ministry & Action, 

then under stewardship, click on Thankoffering service 

on the right.  

 Each church is sent a copy of the Interchange, so 

check with your pastor or church secretary if your Unit 

President hadn't received one. These offerings support 

the ongoing ministries of the churchwide expressions 

of Women of the ELCA. The offering received at your 

Thankoffering service, 100% is to be remitted to 

Women of the ELCA in Merrifield, VA. 

 As this is the month that we celebrate 

Thanksgiving, let us also remember those who have 

lost so much this year from storms or fires. Consider 

giving, if you can help, to the ELCA World Hunger 

and Disaster Appeal, where 100% given will go 

directly where needed. We pray for those who lost 

everything and grieve with those who lost loved ones. 

May they feel God's presence and His strength with 

them in the days and months ahead. 

TREASURER 

Kathy Thompson 

God and Autumn 
by Levi H. Koehn 

Let the brightness of this day  

tell of the brightness of Thy glory; 

The warmth of the autumn sun of Thy enfolding love; 

The blue that stretches out  

into the unknown of Thy boundless purity; 

Let the wind speak of Thy spirit moving among men. 

Let the rows of shocks in the field,  

the bulging bins in the yards of our farms, 

The well-fed cattle in the browning pasture  

speak of Thy goodness to men. 

 Wishing all a Blessed Thanksgiving with family and 

friends.  A thank you for all that you do in your local 

Units to keep this organization alive and sharing with 

others that are much less fortunate than us. 

Your Sister in Christ, 

    Kathy  

Religiosity versus Spirituality 

 In contemporary society, there is much discussion 

about religiosity versus spirituality. What are they and 

which one is better?  Or are they the same concept?  Is 

one better than the other? 

 Religiosity can mean ‘piety’ or ‘the state of being 

religious.’ It also refers to those who have replaced their 

God with their religion. So the dogma, certain hymns, 

tradition, attending church, serving on religious 

committees, and “the church” have become the most 

important and required traditions. That sounds like our 

consistent, faithful church-goer. 

 So what is spirituality? A very easy definition of 

spirituality is ‘our relationship with ourselves, others, 

God, and the created world.’ The ELCA and the Board 

MISSION GROWTH 

(JUSTICE) 

Margie Neugebauer 
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of Pensions utilize the Wellness/Wholeness Wheel to 

help us think about all facets of our wellness. The 

different aspects of the Wholeness Wheel include; 

spiritual well-being, social/interpersonal well-being, 

emotional well-being, Physical well-being, financial 

well-being, vocational well-being, and intellectual well

-being. 

 The definition of spiritual well-being that the 

ELCA uses is “Living a centered life focused on God 

affects each aspect of our well-being. Turn to God for 

strength as you seek to live well in Christ. Nurture your 

relationship with God through prayer, devotions, 

worship, nature, art, and music. Explore who you are 

and know whose you are.” 

 Many baby boomers and the generation above 

really resonate with religiosity. But the 40 and under 

group tend more towards spirituality, as do a good 

portion of baby boomers. Is spirituality better than 

religiosity? Not necessarily, nor is religiosity better 

than spiritualty. As Lutherans we have done a pretty 

good job of making followers of religiosity. However, 

that is not meeting the needs of many younger people. 

 How do we proceed? It is clear to me, many 

theologians, and many lay folk that the time has come 

to really examine our religiosity and transform it into a 

spirituality that will meet the needs of the 40 and under. 

Martin Luther stated that the church is always 

undergoing reforming. So how will our WELCA units, 

conferences, and synodical board transform our 

organization into a lively, constant, and renewing 

organization? All Anew—how will we in SD embrace 

this transformation? 

 Matthew 28, the Great Commission, states our 

marching orders; “Go therefore and make disciples of 

all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit.” Note this famous verse states, 

“make disciples”; it does not state, “make church 

members.” In baptism, we are a new creation in 

Christ—how shall we live out that baptismal call? 

 Here are some questions for you to ponder and 

answer: 

I have felt led by God when ... 

I have felt God walking alongside me at these 

specific times in my life … 

I see God through …  

    Margie  

MISSION ACTION 

(STEWARDSHIP) 

Janice Anderson 
Dear Friends,  

Greetings! 

 Of all the seasons, autumn is my favorite. There’s a 

feel about fall, a distinct and undeniable aura that 

surrounds it. Those leaves are a part of it! What color, 

what artistry!  

 Since 1945, YOU have generously made a difference 

sending more than $661 million dollars’ worth of quilts & 

kits around the world!  

MISSION COMMUNITY 

(DISCIPLESHIP) 

Donna Vreugdenhil 

Greetings, Sisters in Christ, 

       Some of the trees are looking rather bare, but the 

ground has a blanket of leaves. The gardens are cleaned out, 

the combines are harvesting the fields, and farmers are 

putting the crops in the bins. Oh, beautiful Fall! 

       Last week the Synodical board met in Watertown to 

plan the Synodical Convention to be at the Abbey of the 

Hills on June 29 & 30, 2018. This looks like it will be an 

exciting, unique, and different convention! Watch for more 

information in following newsletters. 

       As a community of women we are called to the 

discipleship of Jesus Christ to perform special duties. We 

want to enable each woman to value herself and others to 

build and celebrate relationships that are global and 

diverse. Through our discipleship we can visit the shut-ins, 

organize a schedule for meals to be taken in to people in 

need for different reasons, drop a note to someone to cheer 

them, and remember those near and far who have a need 

that could be met. Let us encourage members to be a 

community by working with our neighbors of all faiths and 

races. 

In His Service,  

    Donna  
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MEMBER AT LARGE 

Arlene Bich 

 Dear Sisters in Christ … exciting news for our ladies 

in Leadership Roles in the Conferences … as well as news 

for everyone!    

 At our Fall Synodical Board Meeting October 19th in 

Watertown, the Board decided to offer a Leadership 

Workshop in the coming year. This will be held sometime 

LATE in the summer of 2018 with a goal of assisting all, 

Board included, in our Communication efforts throughout 

WELCA in SD.   

 We want to be sure that all of us, Conference 

Presidents/Coordinators and others in Leadership 

Positions, have the support and tools to relay information 

from National, from State to the Conference level, and on 

down to the Women's Units within the churches of the 

Synod. Some topics to be included: Review of Board and 

Conference Structure, review of Constitution, Gifts 

Identification Worskshop, and a Bible Study based on 

Biblical references to Leadership. WATCH FOR 

DETAILS of the LEADERSHIP WORKSHOP...in 

CHAMBERLAIN, near the shores of the beautiful 

Missouri River!  EXCITING! 

 ADDITIONAL ITEMS for your 2018 Calendar:  The 

June Annual Convention will be at the Former Blue Cloud 

Abbey. The Prairie Couteau Committee shared with the 

Board their initial plans for what will be an exciting 

Retreat-type convention. The Convention will be held a 

week later than last year.  WATCH FOR DETAILS in the 

coming newsletters!  MORE EXCITEMENT!  

 Lastly, a Bus Trip (overnight) is planned for 

Minneapolis in July. Sounds like a fun trip of visiting 

LWR Quilt accumulation center, and how it's all 

accomplished in getting the Quilts to the World! I'm sure 

dinner and other  activities will be included. WATCH 

FOR DETAILS! Even more EXCITEMENT with this 

scheduled Event!   

(Please note, the above events are not necessarily in 

chronological order)!  

Until we meet … God be with you! 

    Arlene  

REMINDER: FOLLOW GENERAL KIT 

ASSEMBLY GUIELINES IN LWR QUILT & KIT 

MINISTRY GUIDE  

 SCHOOL KITS & PERSONAL CARE KITS: New 

items only, sending top – quality items shows the greatest 

care & respect for the dignity of the recipient. School Kit 

drawstring back packs can be ordered from 

www.discountmugs.com for just $1.34 each. There is no 

shipping cost, and delivery is quick.  

 LWR QUILTS: Please donate only SIZE 60x80 quilts. 

Use STURDY, DARK COLORED FABRIC, cotton, 

twill, corduroy, denim, polyester knits, & fleece. Sew ½” 

seams or serge seams. Batting can be ordered from Oklee 

Quilting Supply Inc., PO Box 279, Oklee, MN 56742. 

Phone 1-800-777-7403. A 60-yard roll, 60 inches wide of 

economy batting costs $89.40. Shipping on one roll is 

$13.41, for a total of $102.81. They will take a Trivent 

Action credit card # over phone.  

 BABY CARE KITS: Do not add or leave out any 

listed items. All items should be new or in good condition. 

Gently used, clean (no tears or stains) items can be 

substituted for new items. Sizes 6-24 months, varying the 

sizes of clothing items, makes clothes more useful as baby 

grows. If you have onesies, cut off the bottom & serge. No 

feet on sleepers; cut off feet & serge. Diapers can be made 

from thin, worn, flannel sheets. Cut 27x27” for a flat fold 

diaper. Pink or zig zag around edge.  

Visit lwr.org/kits for resources, ideas, & tips to make your 

quilting or kit making project a success!  

ATTENTION MISSION ACTION CONFERENCE 

OFFICERS AND UNIT MISSION ACTION 

OFFICERS:  

 Unit officers, send Missions Accomplished report to 

your Conference Mission Action officer by Jan. 31, 2018.  

BUS TOUR TO LWR 

 A bus tour is being planned for next summer (July) 

Thurs. & Fri. to tour LWR Warehouse & Global Health, 

Minneapolis, attend a play & stay overnight. The bus 

would leave from Sioux Falls and pick up along the route.  

 Please let me know if you are interested. Phone 605-

529-5387 or pjand@alliancecom.net  

 Blessings to YOU for all YOU do to serve our LORD,  

     Jan  

https://www.discountmugs.com/
https://lwr.org/get-involved/build-kits-of-care


BREAD FOR THE WORLD 

Cathy Brechtelsbauer 
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     This Reformation celebration year, 

I’ve been learning about Martin Luther and other 

reformers. One of Martin Luther’s chief contributions to 

German society was his consistent concern for the poor. 

He believed it every citizen’s duty to help people living 

in poverty.   

      In Luther’s day, challenging the closely-linked 

religious and secular authorities was often someone’s last 

act. Miraculously, Luther survived his protestations. In 

our time, we can speak up, rarely suffering repercussions. 

This is gift we can use on behalf people who are hungry 

and in poverty. We can influence policies that impact 

poverty.  

       At this writing, the Senate just passed a federal 

budget likely to make millions of Americans worse off. It 

has massive cuts to nutrition, healthcare (Medicaid and 

Medicare), education, housing, assistance for low-income 

seniors and people with disabilities … (Why? To ease 

passage of tax changes in which the wealthiest 1% of 

Americans would receive 80% of the tax cuts, with the 

bottom-income 80% receiving only 13% of the tax cut 

benefit.) For the life of me, I cannot see how anyone 

thinks America would be better off.   

       We can pray and speak up hoping that Congress will 

not be able to come to agreements when the time comes 

to implement this budget, but the future is bleak for low-

income people. It’s possible that God will use our 

contacts to Congress when we ask for protections for 

programs people need. 

Sen. John Thune 202-224-2321, toll-free 866-850-3855 

Sen. Mike Rounds 202-224-5842, toll-free 844-875-5268 

Rep. Kristi Noem 202-225-2801, toll-free 855-225-2801 

       Please be a voice defending the marginalized and 

vulnerable. Jesus always did. 

Cathy Brechtelsbauer 

Volunteer SD Coordinator for Bread for the World 

605-335-6222,  ryebread@breadrising.org, 

www.bread.org 

PRISON CONGREGATIONS 

Mary Mortenson, Director 

 If you’ve read our articles in this newsletter for the 

past many months, you have experienced the talent of 

PCA’s Administrative Assistant, Julie Thomas. Our 

hearts broke when, on October 12th, Julie died 

unexpectedly from complications of a liver transplant.  

 We’ve moved in a fog these past weeks as we 

prepared for our annual Partners at the Cross 

fundraiser and fall board meeting. It seemed every step 

forward was a resounding two steps back, usually 

punctuated with the thought, “How could this 

happen?”  

 And then it began – you know what I mean – the 

love and strength of others became obvious. Friends 

and family surrounded Julie’s husband and son, Bruce 

and Sam Falk, and parents and siblings. People cooked 

for them and simply shared physical space with them 

and stood in line to greet them at the visitation the 

night before Julie’s funeral.  

 We did what people of faith do – we simply 

gathered. When one could not sing, another carried the 

notes. When one could not pray, another was the 

intercessor. When one could only sit in silence, another 

sat vigil in solidarity.  This is what we do when we’re 

in healthy community, and I don’t think it is a 

coincidence that this should have been so clearly 

shown these past weeks, because that, after all, is the 

gift that this ministry that Julie so loved seeks to do.   

 The PCA Model of Prison Ministry offers people 

affected by incarceration a safe and healthy 

environment in which to mature in their faith – through 

good times and bad.  Not a bad legacy of our dear, 

sweet, capable and funny Julie. 

    Mary  

ELCA Good Gifts 
ELCA Good Gifts provides more than 50 gift-giving  

options to grow the church, fight hunger and transform 

lives. These gifts, starting at just $10, provide direct 

support for the churchwide ministries of the ELCA.  

 

Ready to shop now? Visit the ELCA Good Gifts store 

to print or order cards to tell loved ones about gifts  

given in their honor.   

mailto:ryebread@breadrising.org
http://www.bread.org
http://www.elca.org/goodgifts
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 On behalf of the men of St. Dysmas of South Dakota 

who worship at the South Dakota State Penitentiary in Sioux 

Falls and the Mike Durfee State Prison in Springfield, I want 

to thank you for your generous continued support of the 

ministry of St. Dysmas Lutheran Church. I can tell you with 

100% certainty that your contributions are making it possible 

to bring the gospel of Jesus Christ to men who desperately 

need to hear it. You are changing lives!  

 As I write this, Reformation weekend is approaching and 

we are preparing to celebrate the 500th anniversary of the 

Reformation. It is exciting to look back and consider that 

Martin Luther and the other reformers not only changed the 

church but changed the world as well.  It took a few things to 

line up to make these sweeping changes happen. Martin 

Luther saw abuses within the church and challenged church 

leaders to discuss the issues he was very concerned about. 

As Luther was expressing his concerns, the printing press 

had been invented, making it possible to share Luther’s 

writings with the masses. Luther wrote, and the presses 

produced documents that were spread all over the region, 

setting off widespread revolt against the abuses of the 

church.  A printing press and the words of the reformers 

changed the church and the world forever. 

 You too have the chance to continue to change lives.  

There are thousands of men incarcerated in our state prisons 

who live in darkness. St. Dysmas of South Dakota is a 

powerful ministry that is making real changes in men’s lives. 

I have had men in my office who were severely conflicted, 

very anxious, hurting, lonely and with no sense of hope or 

peace in their lives. I listen to them, I pray with them, we 

read scripture and I have observed the good news of Jesus 

Christ wash over them and I have seen them physically 

relax, calm down and smile as light begins to break into their 

darkness and hope and peace replaces fear. This is really 

happening and it is possible because of your support. 

 Thank you!! Thank you!! Thank you!! If you would like 

me to come speak at your church, please contact the St. 

Dysmas Office at 605-338-1735, and we will make 

arrangements for a visit.  Thank you for all you do for the 

Church. 

     In Christ, 

     Pastor Wayne Gallipo 

     Pastor/Director of Development 

     St. Dysmas of South Dakota 

St. Dysmas 

Pastor Wayne Gallipo 

 I, along with the other racial justice trainers in the 

US, have been invited to join the Southwestern Texas 

Women of the ELCA in a retreat on Feb. 16-18, 2018.  

The retreat will take place at the Diocese of West Texas 

Episcopal Retreat Center. 

 This retreat is open to anyone regardless of gender 

or faith background.  Here is the description of the 

purpose:   

 Overwhelmed by the issue of Racial Justice? 

Don’t know where to begin? Join us on a journey 

that will facilitate our being The Church in an 

environment that appears unwelcoming to many 

and overwhelming to those that want to make it 

better. While most can agree that racism is bad, 

very few of us have the words to define it – even 

fewer have the words or the confidence to dialogue 

about it in meaningful ways. Join us for an 

intensive workshop set in the beautiful Mustang 

Island retreat center.  

 

• Learn how we got here 

• Process where we are now 

• Use scripture and dialogue to practice healthy 

ways forward  

• Begin or continue your personal journey toward 

racial awakening with others who are also engaged 

in the struggle for justice, who seek to fulfill God’s 

promise of wholeness thru the reconciliation of 

God’s people. 

 I will be attending this retreat.  Several of the SW 

Texas Racial Justice team members attended the 

training that I attended in 2014, so I am eager to join 

them in discussing these issues.  If anyone wishes to 

accompany me on this trip, please call or email me for 

more information.  One of those trainers grew up in 

South Dakota, and it will be fun to visit with her again. 

    Margie  

TODAY’S DREAM 
TOMORROW’S REALITY 
Racial Justice Advocate  

Margie Neugebauer 



LUTHERANS OUTDOORS 

Mara Stillson 
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    Thank You -  

   Quilt Auction Success! 

 Thank you to all who made our quilt auction a 

success. We are grateful for our supporters and the many 

ways people contributed to the auction. 

 The final total for the day was calculated, and we 

ended up raising $33,771 for the camps of Lutherans 

Outdoors in South Dakota! These dollars make ministry 

possible for Outlaw Ranch, NeSoDak, Klein Ranch and 

Joy Ranch. Thank YOU! We are grateful to our auction 

sponsors: Vance Thompson Vision, Chuck Sutton 

Auctioneer, Verne Eide Honda and Our Savior's 

Lutheran Church, Sioux Falls.  

 On behalf of our campers and retreaters who benefit 

from this auction, thank YOU! 

The Season of Giving 

 Please join us in this season of giving, both of giving 

gifts and giving thanks. We are thankful for you all and 

are grateful for your support. Please join us as we get in 

the giving spirit. 

Lives are changed at summer camp, staff alumni 
gather for a photo during a summer celebration. 

Camp is for all ages! This quilt was made with love by 

Marla Hawes of WestSide Lutheran in Sioux Falls, 

many years of camp shirts are compiled to make this 

beautiful quilt. 

 Mark your calendars now for #givingtuesday - this is 

a day of giving around the world! This year's event takes 

place online, November 28th, please be on the lookout 

for fun giving opportunities for this day. 

Ideas to get in the giving spirit: 

1. Bake goodies and give to a neighbor.  

Here is a favorite recipe from the Outlaw Ranch 

Thoughts on Food Cookbook

(email outlaw@losd.org to purchase a copy of the 

cookbook): 

Granola Bars 

Makes a 9 x 13 Pan 

3/4 c. packed brown sugar 

3/4 c. peanut butter 

1/2 c. corn syrup 

2/3 c. margarine 

3/4 T. vanilla 

3 c. old fashioned oatmeal 

1/2 c. coconut 

1/2 c. sunflower seeds 

1/2 c. raisins 

1/3 c. wheat germ 

1 T. sesame seeds (optional) 

1/2 c. chocolate chips 
 

In saucepan, heat brown sugar, peanut butter, corn 

syrup and margarine until melted. Using the pan 

that you are going to bake the bars in, add all of the 

ingredients including the melted mixture. Press 

evenly into greased pan. Bake at 350 for about 10-

18 minutes. THEY MUST COME OUT WHEN THEY 

STILL LOOK RAW but the center of the pan is 

bubbling. Cool and cut into bars.  

mailto:outlaw@losd.org
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Campfire worship at NeSoDak this summer reminded 
campers of all ages to go into the world to share the 
love of Christ with everyone. 

2. Give the gift of a night out. 

Joy Ranch Chef Nights—Bring your friends, 

family or WELCA group for a social setting with 

delicious food and beautiful scenery Chef 

Night features an upscale three-course meal all 

prepared by a different Guest Chef per event. 

Chef Nights are held on the first and third 

Tuesday of each month, October through May. 

General Information: Tickets - $30 

Dinner is served at 6:30pm and reservations 

are required.  Please call (605) 886-4622 or 

email: joyranchevents@losd.org   

3. Give to camp by attending the Lutefisk Dinners at 

NeSoDak. 

Lutefisk, Lefse! Ya sure you betcha! 

All are welcome for a delicious meal of 

Scandinavian favorites in support of the ministry 

of Camp NeSoDak! Please join us Nov. 17-19 for 

cider and conversation in the Fireside Room prior 

to the meal.  

Homemade caramels and other tasty treats will 

be available to purchase for holiday pickup/

delivery.  

A limited quantity of lingonberries, herring, and 

lutefisk will be available for purchase at the event. 

Call 605-947-4440 to order tickets. 

WINTER ADDRESSES 

Do you fly south for the winter? We would love to have 

your winter address for year-round communications and 

visits in the winter months. Please send any updated 

information for your winter adventures to gayle@losd.org. 

Did you know about the Thrivent 
Action Team program?  

Thrivent members can apply for a $250 grant for a 

project to make a difference in their community or 

cause.  Peever Lutheran Church used a grant to 

purchase supplies for a benefit dinner and raised 

almost $900. A grant can also be used for 

educational programs. For more information, go to 

https://www.thrivent.com/making-a-difference/

living-generously/thrivent-action-teams/  

It is with great sadness that the family of Janice 

Neugebauer informs you that Janice passed away 

on  October 28, 2018, in Hot Springs, SD. Janice was a 

long-time church member and very active member of 

ALCW and W/ELCA. She served as a conference and 

synodical officer for many years. Janice’s life is best 

described by another long-time ALCW and W/ELCA 

member, Helen Olsen of Piedmont. 

“A long time friend, mentor, conference  and synodical 

leader, indefatigable supporter and enthusiast for the 

mission and ministry of women in the church through 

ALCW and WELCA, Janice was a remarkable mover 

and shaker among us.  She was connected to so many 

of us and inspired us in many ways.”  Quoted from an 

email from Helen Olsen. 

Janice was 82 and her funeral was held in Hot Springs 

on November 2.  Her obituary can be found on the 

Osheim Schmidt Funeral Home website.  She is 

survived by 4 children, 11 grandchildren, and 5 great 

grandchildren, and one sister. 

tel:(605)%20886-4622
mailto:joyranchevents@losd.org
tel:(605)%20947-4440
mailto:gayle@losd.org
https://www.thrivent.com/making-a-difference/living-generously/thrivent-action-teams/
https://www.thrivent.com/making-a-difference/living-generously/thrivent-action-teams/
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CONFERENCE  
COORDINATORS 

 
Prairie Coteau: Cindy Hofland 
44473 107th Street, Veblen, SD 57270 
Phone: 605-738-2374 Cell: 605-448-8232 
E-mail: hofland@tnics.com  
 
Medary: Betty Steinmetz 
PO Box 449, Toronto, SD 57268 
Phone: 605-794-8711 
E-mail: bsteinmetz@itctel.com 
 
Crossroads: Linda Eidem  
131 W. Doral Ct., Sioux Falls, SD 57108 
Phone: 605-929-3432  
E-mail: linda.eidem@komengreatplains.org  
 
Southeastern: Marge Martens 
46487 306th St., Centerville, SD 57014 
Phone: 605-351-7869 
E-mail: crazywienerdoglady2@gmail.com 
 
Northern Plains: Kathy Heffernan 
35338 153rd St., Wecota, SD 57438 
Phone: 605-324-3638 Cell: 605-935-6008 
E-mail: heffernan@venturecomm.net 
 
Prairie Rivers: Cynthia Wall  
34414 245th St., Chamberlain, SD 57325  
Phone: 234-6957 
E-mail: fourwalls1@midstatesd.net  
 
Lois Storm 
39885 273rd St, Corsica, SD 57329 
Phone: 605-928-3035 cell: 933-1243 
E-mail: thestormfamily@hotmail.com 
 
Bear Butte: Diane Bryan 
1807 Windmill Dr., Spearfish, SD 57783 
Phone: 605-717-0505 cell: 701-870-2020 
E-mail: blueroosterchick@hotmail.com 

 We are on the Web 

Women of the ELCA, South Dakota Synod is now found 
on Facebook, Pinterest, Twitter and we even have a blog! 
Be sure to LIKE the facebook page, and FOLLOW the 
Pinterest page. 

Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/pages/
Women-of-the-ELCA-South-Dakota-
Synod/380032715367147 

Pinterest page: http://pinterest.com/womenelcasd/ 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/WomenELCASoDak 

Blog: http://womenoftheelcasd.wordpress.com/ 

Do you have time to help with the Women of the ELCA 
South Dakota Synod blog, facebook, Twitter or Pinterest 
pages? If so, contact Erika Lehmann at  
elehmann@santel.net or send a message though any of 
the pages. 

Save a tree and read the  
newsletter for free! 

ANYONE can receive a copy of this 
newsletter by e-mail at no charge. 
Please send your name and e-mail 
address to mlgillis92@gmail.com. I 
will send it in PDF format.  

You can also find this newsletter on 
the internet at: www.sdsynod.org  

At the top of the page, click on “Where We Serve” 
and choose “Women of the ELCA” from the drop 
down menu. When this page comes up, click on 
“Read the SD Synod WELCA newsletter.” 

Pre-register for the 11th 
Triennial Gathering 

Those attending the Tenth Triennial Gathering in 

Minneapolis can pre-register for the Eleventh 

Triennial Gathering in Phoenix, Ariz., at the special 

pre-registration price of $245. The gathering will be 

held July 16-19, 2020. Payment in full is required at 

the time of registration. Registration is not 

refundable, but is fully transferable and can only be 

used for the Eleventh Triennial Gathering, which 

will be held July 16-19, 2020, in Phoenix, Ariz. 

Don’t miss an issue!  
Please send your $5 annual subscription to Kathy 

Thompson: 404 3rd St., Wilmot, SD 57279-2223.  

Or sign up for a free newsletter by e-mail. 

Sherry Archer Gladys Beck Rita Blake 

Joyce Cunningham Ruby Cutts Thelma Dittman 

Doris Gross Carol Halverson Delores Haugen 

Alma Holm Gwenda Koch Phyllis Leonhardt 

Janice Moore Verna Nelson Lorraine Rye 

Donna Murphy Anita Remund Esher Schlueter 

Anita Stevenson Marilyn Strand Gretchen Tweet

 Diana Whipple 

mailto:hofland@tnics.com
mailto:bsteinmetz@itctel.com
mailto:linda.eidem@komengreatplains.org
mailto:Crazywienerdoglady2@gmail.com
mailto:Heffernan@venturecomm.net
mailto:Fourwalls1@midstatesd.net
mailto:thestormfamily@hotmail.com
mailto:blueroosterchick@hotmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Women-of-the-ELCA-South-Dakota-Synod/380032715367147?sk=info
http://pinterest.com/womenelcasd/
https://twitter.com/WomenELCASoDak
http://womenoftheelcasd.wordpress.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Women-of-the-ELCA-South-Dakota-Synod/380032715367147
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Women-of-the-ELCA-South-Dakota-Synod/380032715367147
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Women-of-the-ELCA-South-Dakota-Synod/380032715367147
http://pinterest.com/womenelcasd/
https://twitter.com/WomenELCASoDak
http://womenoftheelcasd.wordpress.com/
mailto:mlgillis92@gmail.com?subject=WELCA%20Newsletter
https://www.eiseverywhere.com/ereg/index.php?eventid=258822&
https://www.eiseverywhere.com/ereg/index.php?eventid=258822&
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PASS IT ON!! 

This SD Synodical Newsletter is published to inform 

Women of the ELCA of the SD Synodical happenings, 

activities and opportunities with the Synod. The news-

letter is published four times a year: Winter, Spring, 

Summer and Fall. 

Please share this newsletter with your congregational 

unit officers: 

President_________  Vice President___________ 

Secretary_________  Treasurer______________  

Mission Growth_______ Mission Action__________ 

Mission Community_________ 

 Anyone can subscribe to this newsletter for $5 per 
year. You will receive four issues.  

 Name___________________________________ 

Mailing Address:____________________________ 

City, State & Zip_____________________________ 

Make your check payable to SD Women of the 
ELCA and mail it with the above information to: 

Kathy Thompson, 404 3rd St., Wilmot, SD 57279 

Send Address Changes to Lilah Gillis,  
 1202 E. 15th St., Yankton, SD, 57078; 
 Phone/text: 605-660-8418  
 E-mail: mlgillis92@gmail.com 

2016-17 Synod Officers 

PRESIDENT: Glenda Ofstehage 2921 Petersen Road, 

Vermillion, SD 57069, PH: 624-9717, Cell: 605 677-9025, 

Email ofsteglen@gmail.com  

2nd term, 1st year, (Southeastern Advisor) 

VICE-PRESIDENT: Nancy Rieke, 501 S. Lois Lane Dr., 

Colman, SD 57017, PH: 320 321-3100,  

Email: nancy_rieke@yahoo.com  

2nd term, 2nd year (Prairie Rivers advisor) 

SECRETARY: Lynn Pohlman, 20631 Maitland Road, Lead, 

SD 57754 PH:605-578-1673 E-mail: 

pohlman.lynn@gmail.com 1st term, 2nd year 

TREASURER: Kathy Thompson, 404 3rd St, Wilmot, SD 

57279-2223, PH: 938-4592, Cell: 605 520-8289,  

Email: kdthompson8289@gmail.com  

2nd term, 2nd year, (Prairie Coteau, advisor) 

MISSION ACTION-(Stewardship): Janice Anderson,  

409 Kringen Ave., Baltic, SD 57003, PH: 529-5387,  

Cell: 605 496-2459, Email: pjand@alliancecom.net  

2nd term, 1st year (Northern Plains advisor)    

MISSION GROWTH-(Justice): Margie Neugebauer,  

24651 White Tail Ridge Rd., Hermosa, SD 57735  

PH:303-590-4403 E-mail:: margeneugebauer@gmail.com  

1st term, 1st year (Bear Butte Advisor) 

MISSION COMMUNITY-(Discipleship): Donna 

Vreugdenhil, 38664 267th St., Stickney, SD 57375,  

PH: 732-4651, Email: dlvreugdenhil@yahoo.com  

2nd term, 1st year (Prairie Rivers Advisor)    

MEMBER AT LARGE: Connie Bickett, 22032, 444th Ave., 

Oldham, SD 57051, PH: 482-8639, Cell: 605 270-9967,  

E-mail: conniebickett@alliancecom.net  

2nd term, 2nd year, (Medary Advisor)         

MEMBER AT LARGE: Arlene Bich, 2908 S. Orchard 

Ave., Sioux Falls 57103, PH: 275-6891, Cell: 605 491-0635, 

E-mail: a2hbich@gmail.com 

2nd term, 2nd year, (Crossroads advisor) 

LITERACY CHAIRPERSON: Sally Hillner,  

505 Minnesota Dr., Brookings, SD 57006 PH:605-692-5590  

E-mail: sallyh@brookings.net 

RACIAL JUSTICE ADVOCATES: TODAY’S DREAM 

TOMORROW’S REALITY -  

Margie Neugebauer, 24651 White Tail Ridge Rd.,  

Hermosa, SD 57735 PH:303-590-4403  

E-mail: margeneugebauer@gmail.com  

FACEBOOK GURU; Erika Lehmann, PH: 605-338-4737  

E-mail: elehmann@santel.net  

Dates to Remember 

31
st
 Annual Convention of South Dakota Synodical 

Women of the ELCA, “Discovering God’s Peace”  
June 28 & 29, 2018, with pre-convention activity on 
June 27. Prairie Couteau Conference Hosts. 

Bus Tour, July 26-27, 2018. Approximately $130. 
Includes bus & hotel. Depart from Sioux Falls, visit 
Lutheran World Relief, tour Global Health Ministries, 
and attend a play. 

Joy Ranch Chef Nights, first and third Tuesday of 
each month, October through May. Tickets - $30. See 
page 9 for more details. 

mailto:ofsteglen@gmail.com
mailto:nancy_Rieke@yahoo.com
mailto:pohlman.lynn@gmail.com
mailto:kdthompson8289@gmail.com
mailto:pjand@alliancecom.net
mailto:margeneugebauer@gmail.com
mailto:dlvreugdenhil@yahoo.com
mailto:conniebickett@alliancecom.net
mailto:a2hbich@gmail.com
mailto:sallyh@brookings.net
mailto:margeneugebauer@gmail.com
mailto:elehmann@santel.net
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