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This document is a e for a collaborative 
team approach to handling a crisis causing wide-
spread emotional ef · hin th district an 
community. The team could be mobilized to aid 
m mg with an accident, natural disaster, or 
death-Le. the death of a student, parent, public 
figure, or staff member. But particularly, the 
Crisis Intervention Team would come together 
in response to an attempted or successful suicide 
within the district. 

The Bismarck School District is cognizant of the 
needs of students and is concerned about their 
growth and development in academic, social, 
physical, and emotional areas. All adolescents 
are at risk for crises. The district recognizes that 
this is a school / community issue and is aware of 
the need for a collaborative, community-based 
crisis education/prevention/intervention pro­
gram. This model refers to the specific crisis of 
suicide; however, the steps for intervention, post­
crisis, and risk reduction could be adapted to a 
crisis of another nature. 

The Bismarck Public School District has taken 
this opportunity to publicly acknowledge our 
leadership role and responsibility in addressing 
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adolescent dysfunctional or self-destructive be­
haviors which serve to prohibit growth and learn­
ing in our students. We recognize our part in the 
collective solution and invite appropriate com­
munity resources through this team approach to 
addre�hat has clearly become a national pri­
ority.\j�se resources available both within the 
schoofaistrict and community are vast, and to­
gether can lead to the direct intervention and 
prevention of self-destructive behaviors, and 
enhanced growth and learning on the part of all. 
This partnership is designed to make students, 
staff, parents, and community members a ware of 
the extent of adolescent crisis, some of its causes, 
and effective means of intervention. 

The material included in this document is meant 
to provide the following two services: 

1. Steps to be followed during a crisis interven­
tion.

2. Information to be used in an educational and
awareness program.
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